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STATES OF JERSEY POLICE
Witness Statement
Article 9 Criminal Justice (Evidence and Procedure)(Jersey) Law 1988

Statement of:
Age if under 20: OVER 18 (if over 20 insert 'over 20')

Occupation:

UNEMPLOYED

This statement (consisting of 9 page( s) each signed by me) is true to the best of tny knowledge and
belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I
have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.
Signature:
Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded

Date:

D

17/03/2008

(supply witness details on rear)

In the case of witnesses who produce exhibits which have been created or received in the course of
a trade, business or profession or other occupation i.e. computer printouts or copy bank records, the
witness statement MUST contain the following endorsement:"I an1 employed as ...... at ....... As such, part of my responsibilities includes making witness
statements on behalf of ........ I do so from my own knowledge and experience and from
information obtained by me from the business records of ....... These records may be either paper
based or computer based, which have been subsequently printed onto paper.
These records for the purposes of Article 65 of the Police Procedures and Criminal Evidence
(Jersey) Law, 2003 , form pati of the records related to .... .... and were compiled, at every stage by
staff members, acting under a duty, in the ordinary course of that everyday trade or business from
information supplied by persons, whether acting under a duty or not, who had, or may reasonably
be supposed to have had, personal knowledge of the matters dealt with in the information and they
cannot reasonably be expected (having regard to the time which has elapsed since they supplied the
information and to all the circumstances) to have any recollection of the matters dealt with in the
information supplied."
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Date:

Signed

1) I am the above named person and I am currently unemployed. In

I changed my name from

.
2) I was in Haut De Le Garenne Home at the age of 11. My brother
first, and then I was put in there. I think a month after

was put in the home

. We were a big family and my Mum

has told me since that we were all out of control at the age of 11. Our Dad put up a
, but every time we got out, he put up another
The Children's Service was responsible for putting us in Haut De La
Garenne.
3) When I first arrived at the home it was sound, it was alright. They showed me around for the first
week, it was fine, two weeks passed and then the abuse just started. Physical abuse started then
sexual abuse and also mental abuse.
4) The home at that time was run by a Mr THOMPSON, I remember that there was also a woman
called Morag and quite a few people but I cannot remember their names.
5) I think I was in the same room as

for about a week, and then they moved us, to .

somewhere else in the home. I remember the room was up a lot of stairs that it was down the
corridor and a room right at the bottom. The room had two beds in it; I had the bed on the right
hand side. I think

was in there for the first two weeks.

6) Within the first couple of weeks I heard members of staff coming upstairs, during the night, and
taking people out of the beds. I didn't know what was going on; I thought they were taking them to
go to the toilets. This happened for about a month. One of them I remember was
out, on a couple of occasions . I wasn't sure where they

, I also think they took

were taking them; they took them down the stairs, down into the basement but at that time I didn't
know what they were doing, down there.
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7) They didn't pick on me for, about three or four weeks. They moved me fro1n one room to a romn
on my own, I was up the stairs, and they moved me around to the bottom corridor.
. I was in there on my own. I was in that room for, two or three days
then one night a man come into the room, he woke me up, told me to be quiet and to go downstairs.
I have been asked to name this man, he was

. At that time he was a young man

who worked at the home, he used to do night shifts, sometimes he would do three or four nights, but
then he had a couple of days off or he would go onto another home, and then come back to Haut De
La Garenne.
8) On this night

, took me downstairs and to another room, he told 1ne to be quiet. He

didn't do anything to me at that moment but he did later, he told me to be quiet. The room he took
me to was a detention room. It had glass about twelve, fifteen inches thick and

pulled a

curtain open and I saw there was a little lad already in the detention room and he was screaming . I
didn't know who the lad was and I am unable to describe him. He was on the bed screaming and
there were two men in there, one of them was holding him down and the other got on top of him. I
didn't know who they were; so many people came and went from the home. They were staff though,
definitely staff. I am trying to remember from thirty years ago.
9)

told rile to sit there and watch, because next time it's going to happen to you, well I

just flipped, I didn't want anybody to do that to me. I didn't know who the boy was, it was a sealed
room, you couldn't, scream, he just left me there. We used to call it a detention room, in that room
you could kick and scream and do all sorts, no one would hear you in there. They left you in there
and you couldn't get out. After about three hours they let me go back upstairs

10) In the morning

kept mentioning it, "You'll be next, you're next. When we're ready

you're next". Then about a couple days later,

came and got me again, I was terrified, it

was night time, and I was terrified. It was two, three o'clock in the morning; I thought they were
going to kill me. It upsets me greatly to think about it let alone talk about what happened.

11) I thought they were really going to kill me, there were three of them,

was the

main one and they walked me down to the detention room . The two other guys held me down on
the bed and

got on top of me. He told me if I screamed he'd kill me. He got on top of

me and sexually assaulted me, he put his penis up my behind (anus). I had been dressed in my
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pyjmnas before going down to the room they took them off. This abuse went on for about fifteen,
twenty minutes, one to hold me down, like across me, grabbed my head and that and one holding on
to my legs.

was with the other two men from the previous occasion with the young lad.

12) I have been asked if I can describe or if I know the other two men I can say not off by heart, it's
been a long time, I just see

. There was a conference in 2006 and I
, and they had a meeting and, and I

had a set to with him in front of the members of staff, I didn't bring up anything that he did to me. I
said to him about something that he didn't do right, I had a set to with him and he knew that I knew.
13) All three of them eventually abused me, they all had sex with me, and then they let me go,
upstairs, told me to be quiet, don't say nothing. Afterwards I felt very sore and believe I was
bleeding from my bottom (anus). This happened for about six to eight months. It wasn't just me that
was being abused there was loads of us. It might be a month or every six weeks before it was your
turn again, but a different person every day. I am aware that others were taken from their rooms,
some of them are dead, some of them committed suicide, and some of them don't want to talk about
it. It's wrecked their lives you know,

50

if he's still alive and

were abused. I am not sure how many times they abused me.
14) When I first went in the home I saw a member of staff feeding

with

I'll never forget that, I walked in there, when they were having their breakfast and they
were feeding him

and I said to

, "What's going on", and, she said she didn't want to
in the home

say anything because, they'll do it to her. There were

-~--

15) Whilst in the home I was held down and burnt with cigarettes, I was tortured, held down and
burnt with cigarettes by

and the other two men just to warn me not to say

anything. That would happen after they had abused me. A couple of times it happened to me, I went
into the room; he laid me on the bed and with a lit fag put them out on my back.
. It happened at the home, they put

16) I had to have a
something on the stove heated it up and put

. They said to me if you tell, then we're

definitely going to kill you. I don't know what it was. They used to have a Doctor at the home that
used to do all the medicals. They got the Doctor there and told him to treat me. He treated me for all
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the burns, all the stabbings. 1 have a

hat was caused by a knife. They did

was there, and it was a warning.

that,

17) I must have had about

burn marks, from head to foot, caused by cigarette burns. I have

caused where the heated object was placed. It was about half one in the

a

morning two o'clock and they came and said they were going to brand me. They put it on, I
screamed, obviously they must have got the Doctor, I was out of it, I lost consciousness, and when I
came around

was all bandaged, I had to go and have a

. It was sorted out by the

home; I think it was somewhere private. I don't know where that was other than it was in Jersey .
18) They would threaten me, what I mean is physically and mentally you know, from the moment
you got up and had breakfast you could hear people screaming. Even though I went to school
came and took me out of there, came into class and took me out into the toilet, he didn't
do nothing to me there, just warned me to keep quiet.
19) I made a complaint to the Police in 1980 but it was never followed up. The police officers were
Tony Freeman and Jeff Diamonds. I made complaints about the sexual assaults that happened at
Haut De La Garenne. What I saia was written down by them but I never heard anything else about i
t . As far as I know no one was interviewed. As far was I was aware it was done and dusted. I
named the people that were responsible for it, but there was no interview. I presumed nothing was
done about it because

was classed as working for the States, Haut De La Garenne was

run by the States. They didn't want to upset things did they? I told them a lot more I think, than I
can remember now.
20) Staff also used to take you and lock you in the boiler room at the home it was on the side,
outside the building. It was down some stairs and into a big massive boiler room. There would be
between eight and ten members of staff. It's a long time ago but I remember

, I'll

never forget him. They would take you to different places like the padded cell.
21) They would sexually assault me in the boiler house, they told me to strip off, don't say anything,
bend over, were going to have sex with you. If I said "No, I've had enough" then they would hit you
and say you do what you're told

, and then they had sex with me. There was nothing I could

do about it. It would last for twenty, twenty five minutes. Afterwards I felt so empty.
Signature:

Signature witnessed by:

DC PICK

2010/11

RESTRICTED
5

RESTRICTED

5673
Form MG 11 (T)

Statement of:

Page 6 of 11

22) I reme1nber there was always three staff on at night time when it was actually happening, they
were male staff, and I never had any problems with any female staff, always the male staff. The
people in there had their way with us.
23) I wasn't allowed to seek medical attention, it was done at night time they used to say go up and
have a shower and go up to bed, forget about it, it's never happened. It's affected me in a big way,
affected me every day. Every day I was having nightmares, you know what I mean, and twenty
years ago I'd have nightmares. When the police phoned me about this investigation I didn't sleep all
night.
24) Whilst in the home there would be lots of physical abuse, people grabbing you, picking on you,
telling you that you're in detention tonight. They would shake you about. My parents came to see
me one time; they wouldn't let me see them, but I'd done nothing wrong they just wouldn't let me
see them, because I was in a state after the abuse, after what they did they denied me my privileges.
They denied me my pocket money and they'd all take it off me for no reason.
Yet when they wanted, sex again they put everything right. They'd be alright with you for a couple
days or a week. Then they'd take you back down to, where ever they wanted to take you and, and it
would start all over again. On a personal visit there used to be your mother and father, you, and a
member of staff, and they wouldn't leave the room.
25) Physically and mentally abusing me saying to me that I will never get to see my parents again.
They used to take me to school in the morning, pick me up at night time, give me my tea and then
they used to put, three of us, together in the cell. That happened to us most nights.
26) The three people who abused me once they'd had sex with me they used to go to my room in the
morning and change the sheets, no one else was allowed to, they'd clean the home all the time, but
they weren't allowed to touch the rooms. The sheets used to get burnt. Never washed they got
burnt. Everything got burnt in a bin that was on the bottom of the field.
27) I told

about the abuse but they

told me that they were also being abused like me. I spoke to a few of the other lads, but I cannot
remember anymore names.
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28) Antom SK.INNER was the bloke that put me in there . He was the h.ead of Social Services and he
retired in 2005. He was corning in all the time to check up on them but you couldn't say anything to
him, they were watching you. He took early retirement; he knew it was going on. Anton SKINNER

,

was the second deputy head, a Mr CLARKE was the head man. SKINNER put Mr THOMPSON in
charge at the home. Mr THOMPSON is dead, he was abusive as well.
SKINNER used to come around and see me quite a lot and ask if everything was alright and did I
have a nice time in Haut De La Garenne, he knew what was going on in there.
29) They used to pick on the women/girls as well, put the women down there as well. They used to
take the young girls out the room and take them down and I suppose they used to have sex with
them, and then back they come in two hours and they used to just tell them to get in the bed, shut up
and get in the bed. Different members of staff would do that but I cannot remember their names at
the moment.
30) I saw a child have his arm broken, his name was

he was thrown across the floor by a

member of staff, I cannot remember who did that. I remember another child broke his leg after
being pushed down the stairs.
31) I was mentally abused by them torturing me, burning me, not letting me see my family. Cut me
with a knife, just to warn you not to say anything.
32) They used to take you out sometimes on a Saturday to a disused German bunker near the home
on the little road off the road that takes you down to Gorey. During the day I had a couple of
experiences there as well, with two of the blokes from the horne. There were about fou1ieen kids
there, they send them off to somewhere else with other members of staff, down the big field, and
then they'd tell you to go and look at this bunker and I remember on two occasions where I was
sexually assaulted in there as well.
and another member of staff, one of his colleagues, I cannot remember his name,
sexually assaulted me again, both of them, had sex with me from behind, both of them, as I
described previously, penetrative sex.
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Then they'd leave me there on my own for five ten minutes to calm down and they'd go out and
have a cigarette. Walk about and chat and laugh and joke and then after five ten minutes they'd go,
come on let's go. Don't say anything, you know the consequences. You know what's going to
happen. I know the bunker's still there because I was down there four months ago.
I don't know if anyone else was taken there, I think that was their favourite place. I heard them
saying, "Oh, I've got to take someone to the bunker". There's no one around, you can't, be disturbed.
33) At Haut De La Garenne the children were aged from babies up to about fifteen sixteen. There
were about fifteen lads and ten to fifteen girls. They kept the girls separate from the boys. They
used to swap them around, you see what I mean, and they would clear the boys out their rooms and
put the girls in that room and put the boys in their room. It was easier to get them out in the night.
34) If you were in detention they used to give you bread and water, if they wanted to look after you,
let you come out and give you cooked meals.
35) The daily routine for me at the home was, get up in a morning, about half seven, then have
breakfast, go wait for the van drop you off at school, he used to go in every, every home that day
they used to go in and look at your teacher, everyone in that van they used to go to the teacher,
including my teacher at St Martins. And then he'd be there early to pick you up, you'd be the first
one out; he'd say to them I want them out early. In case you spilled anything out to the schools. I
never overheard what was said all I was told was to put my lunch away and go and sit down, all I
know is the teacher comes up to me and says you have to leave early today because you have to be
back to the home for a certain time, that was the normal routine. If they wanted to have sex with
you they were extra nice to you.
They'd give you an apple, a sandwich and a drink or maybe a packet of crisps, if they wanted to
have sex with you they'd give you a sandwich, two apples and two bags of crisps and a few other
extras.
36) The staff used to come on from eight in the morning until I think five, they might do a bit of
overtime or they might go off at five and the night staff come on.

was there mostly

nightime, he was the one in charge of the night staff, I did see him there a couple of times during
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the day, but not very often. All the staff that were doing the abuse were mostly on night staff, they'd
come in about five, six o'clock and they'd leave about, six, seven in the morning. They'd have three,
four days at Haut De La Garenne and go off to another home.
37) The abuse lasted for about six to eight months, then I went to Basil Lodge . I remember being in
Haut De La Garenne at eleven, I might have been in there earlier. I remember it was 1975. My ·
Dad was there, and he said were just going to this place, I'm going
to Cirop you off for the week there,
because

there I'll never forget it. I remember it was 1975

was very ill, but I can't remember what month it was. I know it was 1975.

3 8) Basil Lodge wasn't too bad there was no sexual abuse, nothing in there. They were all right but
Mr SKINNER used to come down there as well and ask me if I was all right. I must have seen him
up there on 14, 15 occasions and he asked me. I used to have meetings, with members of staff to see
if everything was alright. I never returned to Haut De La Garenne, I refused to.

3 9) In later life I turned to drink, that was the only way I shut it out, at counselling you try to get
over that anger but it never works. I got it through divorce and support, when I got divorced from
my wife. They put me in touch with a woman. I told her about the abusel they just couldn't believe
it. That was a long time after I told the police though. I spent six hours in interview, not on tape
though. They'd come in and go out ask questions, come back and say that never happened. They
wrote it down on a bit of paper , I had to sign it and then that was it, and I never heard anything else
from it. For thirty years I've felt very angry.
You know I haven't drunk now for the last 8 years and I turned to alcohol as a means of trying to
block it out. I think that's one reason why I got divorced from my wife. I married again and have a
young family but I have never discussed any of this with them, I want to forget it.
40) What's going to happen to all the people that are interview all these people that are physically
and mentally disturbed by the abuse because I'm, very disturbed by it.
If this case comes to court and we won, and we got our justice, that wouldn't be enough
did to us.

compensation, all the money in Jersey, wouldn't compensate us for what
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What I'm really angry about is that

did all this and

You know, he's allowed to walk around. You know that confrontation I had up at
if there weren't any other members of staff there I'd have knocked him on his deck, I
would have decked him there and then.
41) I am being told that this investigation is trying to establish the truth of what happened at Haut
De La Garenne but if people had come forward in the eighties, and it had been investigated they
were given a slap on the back, well done, don't do it again. Go. That's what going to happen now, he
might just lose his job but that's it. What about all the lives he's destroyed, all the trauma. All the
evidence has gone now.
42) As a result of being cut by

and his two colleagues I have a
They sexually assaulted me and they held me down and they said to

me, "That's so you don't tell". It was

but they went upstairs and

put a plaster on it and a little bandage and that was left.
, after 30 years they
have faded and disappeared.
I also have the

that was as a result of

something being heated up on a hot stove and then put on my
round something like that.
43) If you had friends inside of the home that was it, they would start watching you all the time.
They would sit down with you and have a meal. A member of staff would sit with you having meals
you'd be on one side of the table they'd be on the other. They would be feeding the babies and all
that. There would always be someone there and when the night staff came on they'd talk to the night
staff, "Oh he's done so and so", even if you've not done nothing, "Keep your eye on him". "The girls
are doing so and so, keep your eye on them". "I've had a bad report from him today at school", even
though nothing happened. If he gives you anything chuck him in detention, and just leave them
there, let them get on with it. If that's not abuse then I don't know what is. They used to give you on
Monday a clean uniform all ironed and everything, at night time, they'd screw it all up and rustle
your shirt up and you'd have to iron it all over again.
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44) I am willing to go to court to give evidence but I am frightened

will target my

family.
45) This statement was read over
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