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He is currently living in care ofHeathfield Children's Centre, Bagatelle, St Saviour.
Nuclear Family
Occupation:Occupation:-

- clienl -

School:-

Le Rocquier

and
biological father is
He has no contact at all with
the family.
was a very violent man who subjected
and
to a
was about
lot of physical abuse. The Children' s Service became invo lved when
moved into
was placed on the "at risk"
two years of age and
register because of
and I believe that some of
had a few other relationships after
these were also abusive.
was drinking quite heavily at this stage and she found
It appeared that
it very hard to bond or fo
sort of relationship with
met
six years ago and they have
reminded her too much of his father.
appears to be a caring
been married for four. It is a very stable relationship and
he does not seem to have a
stepfather. From my brief conversations with
problem with
and
relationship has never been a good one.
is pregnant at present and living a t home.

'e

There is a maternal grandmother who is very close to the family and does have a lot of
contact with
.
maternal grandfather died
was also
very close to him. He chose not to go to the funeral and has really not spoken to
anybody about his grandfather's death.
Birth I Miles tones
Birth - caesarean, no major problems. All mi lestones within normal limits. Mother
has always worked, children with a childminder.
History of Agency Involvement
Medical invo lvement

was first referred to the paediatricians by his former GP Dr Chance in 1990. It
appears mother was concerned that
kep
He was also described as
very active. Dr Spratt's view was that he could not be sure that he did not escape with
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due to the abuse but there was no evidence of
so he did not feel that a neurological diagnosis
could be made at this time. Also in 1990, Diane Best, the then Educational
Psychologist also wrote to Dr Spratt to express her concerns and also those of the
Staff of St Helier Day Nursery. It appears thcy were also concerned about his
and that
. They were also
that he would
concerned about how when he tended
. The Nursery
were beginning also to observe very serious temper tantrums which they described as
. It
appears that
would hurl himself to thc ground
. He
would end up exhausted after these episodes. In 1991 Diane Best also raised concerns
. It appears that
that the nursery were having in relation to
was very poor.
was also reporting the same sort
of thing at home.
was fo llowed up by
diatric department until 1993 and
in this time the reports were that all neurol ogical examinations were strictly normal.
The Team put down a lot of his problems to behavioural and felt that Mother needed
support in the management of
1 his would coincide with the time
may
have been drinking and was having difficulties in her relationship with
C hildren 's Service/Child and Family Se rvice I nvo lvemcnt
became known to the Chi ldren's St:rvict: first in 1989 due to non-accidental
injury caused by his father. He was put on the at risk register. He was referred to our
and Gillian Bell and Phil Murphy were the therapists
service in 1991 by
rages and
initially involved. The problems documented at the time were
temper tantrums when he would either
or
lf he
did not get his way he would
and he would
also damage his own toys. It was also about this time that he started to urinate in his
room although he had been potty trained and had been dry both day and night for a
long time.
Gillian worked with
and
in dealing with the relationships and also
management. Paula Foster from the Children's Service was also
looking at
involved at this stage and did a lot of work with the family also at home.
also
who had
attended meetings at
where sht.: would meet
children with similar behavioural problems and they were to use the sessions to swap
ideas of how to management the Children.
was referred again in 1994 when Clare Barnfather became involved. The
problems remain as before and again Clare tried to do individual work with
as
wdl as having individual sessions \'vith
His aggressive behaviour was
becoming more dangerous. If he did not gl.!t his way he taken to
and on
one occasion
without telling any of the family. This led to our on
call service becoming involved. He continued to urinate in his room and also
when angry. It appears that the family
had to stop
playing with
because
had also a
but
he was being so cruel to it. To a lesser extent he would also take out his frustration on
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Clare was so concerned about his behaviour that she asked Peter Hardwick our
Peter was alarmed by his
visiting Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist to assess
increasingly worrying and dangerous behaviour. Peter and Clare asked for detailed
information on
both at home and at school as to when he was able to concentrate
and co-operate. It appears that the reports back from school were very favourable and
they had little problems with him at Janvrin Road. Dr Hardwick was involved with
the fami ly over a period of about a year having joint sessions with Clare but Clare was
fmd ing it very di fficult in individual sessions with
.
was being well
supported by
but it appeared to make little difTcrence to the behaviour of
at home.
In February of 1997 Margaret Brovm was asked to get involved by Janvrin Road
Schoo l as
had been caught
near the school. She
documented in a letter that the school were surprised by the account of the problems at
home including soiling and wetting in his bedroom
etc as the
school were having very few problems with him. A meeting was called at Byron
Road attended by Clare Barnfather. Margaret ~rown, David Dallain and Paula Foster
from the Children's Service. At this time the family were offered respite care at
in
Clare remained
Heathfield and also a place for
involved with
and
up to her departure in 1998 but she felt she was never
.
really able to get anywhere in individual work with
The family were seen by the family therapy team from the Children's Service from
July 1997 to August 1998 and I am una\.\are of how the family responded to this
intervention. In September 1998 Barry Bowen from our service was asked to see the
family. Present at his sessions were
and
.
refused to take any
part in the sessions as he felt that the sessions centred around his behaviours. Barry
tried to correspond individually with
discussing issues raised at the sessions but
again
would not respond. In early 1999 Barry asked if l would become involved
with
and befriend him as
had said that he had enjoyed this sort of
relationship before both with Gillian Bell and Clare Barnfather. I met with
with
a view to going out and not putting any pressure on
other than if he did want to
talk about something I would be there for him. At one stage we did discuss issues to
do with anger and he was will ing to discuss the prospect of anger management. In
1999
went into Heathfield long term after his parents had found wallets credit
cards money and other items which had been taken from Le Rocquier School. I tried
to meet with
on a few occasions at Heathfield. On one occasion I was able to
talk with him for about I 0 minutes when we discussed an tncidem at sc:10ol where he
allegedly got into a figh t with an older bo}. It appears that the boy said something
about his mother.
actually became quite animated when he discussed how he
had physically attacked this boy and had won the fight. On another two occasions
after this I have tried to engage
in talking about anger management but he
refuses to speak to me.
Delinquent behaviour
It appears that there has been many instanc~:s of

being caught stealing that have
believes that he gets in so much trouble that
not been reported to the Police.
she cannot let him go out around the estate. Incidents that have been documented
include in
l 99& appearing before St Clements Ccntcnier [or stealing. No
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charges. In 1998
and one of his friends were caught
at a neighbouring farm. They had to pay for the damage. In
1999 the Police his parents involved the Police after finding "stash" in his room. This
also led to a Parish Hall enquiry. In about
1999 while in Heathfield he also got
into trouble for breaking the windows of an electrical substation which also led to a
Parish Hall enquiry.
Conclusions
There have been many different strategies tried and many agencies involved in trying
to work with
and his family. The approaches include individual therapy with
was also
, behaviour modification which tried to involve the family.
offered a lot of input from different agencies into management strategies and she
could try to use with
. Family therapy was also offered by the Children's
Service.
may have suffered
from
There appears to be some evidence that
the abuse he suffered as a child. The history also seems to acknowledge that there
which was at a crucial stage of
was a time when
unable to bond or cuddle
his development. He has had a recent loss of a grandfather to whom he was very
close.

It is also very evident though that
has never responded to anyone when people
try to engage him in therapy. Richard Davenport is Child Care Officer and
his primary worker at Heathfield are sti ll experiencing difficulties in trying to
engage
There appears to be quite a few warning bells sounding in the history of
· his continuing delinquent behaviour his aggressive outbursts his continued soiling and
urinating while in his room and his mother has recently has said that she still cannot
. Dr
leave
alone in the house because if she does he will still
Coverley has been asked to assess
l.
How is Carolyn going to manage to assess
towards assessment so far.

as he has been so negative

2.

Is there a need for a psychiatric assessment to be had out of the island eg

3.

[s there a further need for more psychological neuroiogical investigations.

Will
family be able to cope with him at home as it appears that as
4.
recently as last weekend there was an episode of him having to be returned to
Heathfield.
is also reporting more problems with
at school.
John Gordon
Nurse T herap ist

18'h November 1999
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