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STATES OF JERSEY POLICE
Witness Statement
Article 9 Criminal Justice (Evidence and Procedure)(Jersey) Law 1988

Statement of:
Age if under 20: OVER 18 (if over 20 insert 'over 20')

Occupation:

This statement (consisting of 4 page( s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my kno-vvledge and
belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I
have -vvilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.
Signature:
Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded

Date:

D

17/03/2008

(supply witness details on rear)

In the case of witnesses who produce exhibits -vvhich have been created or received in the course of
a trade, business or profession or other occupation i.e. computer printouts or copy bank records, the
witness statement MUST contain the following endorsement:"I am employed as . .. . .. at ... .... As such, part of my responsibilities includes making witness
statements on behalf of .. .. . .. . I do so from my own knowledge and experience and from
information obtained by me from the business records of ..... .. These records may be either paper
based or computer based, which have been subsequently printed onto paper.
Thes_e records for the purposes of Article 65 of the Police Procedures and Criminal Evidence
(Jersey) Law, 2003, fonn part of the records related to .. .. .. .. and -vvere compiled, at every stage by
staff members, acting under a duty, in the ordinary course of that everyday trade or business from
information supplied by persons, -vvhether acting under a duty or not, who had, or may reasonably
be supposed to have had, personal knowledge of the matters dealt with in the information and they
cannot reasonably be expected (having regard to the time which has elapsed since they supplied the
information and to all the circumstances) to have any recollection of the matters dealt with in the
information supplied."

Signature :

Signature witnessed by:
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Date:

Signed

I have contacted Police regarding their investigation into the Haut De La Garenne Children's Home
as I have seen it on the news and the Police have been appealing for people who were there to come
forvvard. I -vvas sent to Haut De La Garenne in 1977 and I left on the

8th

April 1979. I recall that

there were about sixty children there from all walks of life. Some of the children had been sent there
by the courts and some children like myself had been sent there due to their family situations.
There were four groups of children there, those being Aviemore, Baintree, Claymore and Dunluce.
One of the reasons that I have come forward is that I have thought that if something were to happen
to me and my child was to go into care then I -vvould like to think that my child -vvould be \veil cared
for. At that time there were some things that -vvere acceptable then that would not be acceptable
now. For instance kids no-vv get counselling and a better standard of care than kids did t-vventy or
thirty years ago.
I was one oftvvo children my-

being

. My mother \Vas called -

and my fafher vvas

. My childhood as I recall it prior to attending Haut De La Garenne was grim as both
of my parents were alcoholics and J was glad to get out of there. I vvas sent to the home in 1977
because my aunt and uncle had intervened as vve -vvere constantly staying at various neighboUlrs'
houses due to my parents' drinking activities.
I found the home quite nice at first and I liked the routine and also the three meals a day -vvhich
made it more pleasant than home. Both myself an~ were put into Baintree group. My house
parents were Morag KIDD,

would also help out with the group.
I shared the group with _

,_

"-

and

,also ~nd -

·were also at the home at the time I vvas there. I
remember that

Morag KIDD were two of the people who were meant to look

after us at the home. Particularly, I remember that when it was bedtime at the home and it was lights

Signature:

I

Signature witnessed by:
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out that

and Morag KIDD on occasion vvould listen to the intercom system to see

if they heard any of us talking after lights out. If we were found to have been talking, either Morag
or -

would come into the room and pull back the covers on the bed. I would dread this as they

would pull up our nightdresses ahd slap us very hard so as to leave a mark on the inside of the thigh.
We would only be hit the once but it would be very hard and very sore. This happened to me a
handful of times .
This vvas a very frightening experience and I vvould often wet myself and the bed as a result . All of
the other children in the dormitory suffered the same treatment as I did and the bed wetting was
particular to all of us. If and when we had wet the bed due to us having an accident then we vvould
also be humiliated by-

or Morag and they would hang out our blankets to dry in such a place

as the whole home would see. That being in the community rooms.
I foun~ and Morag to have been very fi1m and extreme vvith a Victorian attih1de and manner.
I was sent to the home because I needed to be looked after and to a certain extent I feel that I was
looked after. I also recall that Morag and o~ vvould come in at our room at bedtimes and give
us a kiss on the forehead goodnight. It vvas not a dire place to be and better than the other options
that would have been open to us.
One of the other things that sticks in my mind during my time at Haut De La Garenne is the night
vvas locked in the isolation room and then she

that
remember vvhy-

I do not

was put into the detention room but she vvould probably have spent a couple

of days in there as it vvas the norm for people to cool down for a couple of days.
Myself and -

vvere sent to the home at 108 Clos Des Sables_in Quennevais when I was about

nine years old Leslie
called

running it at the time. There was also a woman
vvho helped to run the home as well. I found Leslie HUGHES very

squirmish and had been warned about him by -

on my first night-

was very

approachable and would sit dovvn and talk things through with you if there was a problem or she
thought that you may be going down the wrong path. -

dominated the house and was a very

strong character in a firm quiet and patient way and an excellent cook.
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I recall that when Leslie was arrested for sexual abuse on some of the children and the case against
him was building,

was instnlmental in orchestrating it fro~ .I

s side of it. She was also a shoulder for
(earlier before the case was brought up) that

to cry on. I also recall
had intimated/said that the Children's

Service could not deal with the problem of Leslie and his abuse.
I left the home at Clos De Sables in about the end of 1986. -

would have left a year or two

before me. The home was organised with set routines and we did get to travel sometimes.

Signature:
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