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POLICE HEADQUARTERS,
P.O. BOX 789,
.JERSEY . .JE2 3ZA.

Telephone: (01534) 612612

REPORT
Submitted by:

AlPS 208 N. Troy'

Subject:

Alan MAGUIRE and Jane MAGUIRE

Date: 20 August 1998

AC/TYI/CPT/MAGUIRE

Sir,

ACCUSED:

1. Alan William MAGUIRE
D.O.B.
49, Jersey
Occ:
Unentployed
Address:

2. Jane MAGUIRE nee \VHYATT
D.O.B.
/51, Manchester
Occ:
Social Worker
Address:

Alan MAGUIRE is a 49 year old married n1an with tern1inal cancer,
who is currently on sickness benefit.
Jane MAGUIRE, his wife, is a 48 year old wornan, currently
suspended from her employn1ent with Social Services. The couple
.

Submitted to:
Sergeant ................. .
Inspector ................ .

It is recommended that this report is passed to:
.e---_
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INTRODUCTION
1.

This report concerns the circun1stances surrounding al legati ons n1ade by various exresidents of Blanche Pierre Group Children's Home , at Le Squez, 'that they had been
abused by both Alan and Jane MAGUIRE betwee n 1980 and 1990~ and the
subsequent Police investigation.

2.

Blanche PietTe Group Children's Home was run by the Children' s Service, and
provided both long and short term care for children of all ages. Resident at the Home
as "House Mother", and employed by the Children ' s Service to run the day to day
running of the Home, was the accused, Jane MAGUIRE. Her husband, the accused,
Alan MAGUIRE was not employed by the Children's Service, but appears to have
played a full part in the running of the home . He was not qualified, and followed his
own, separate en1ployment.

3.

Other persons were employed at the premises as Domestic Staff at various times , until
the pretnises closed in 1990.

4.

In May 1997, the Childrens Service contacted Police Headquarters and inforn1ed
them that they had suspected historical child abuse on the part of Jane MAGUIRE, for
some considerahle time, but no ex-residents had come forvvard. As a result of social
workers involvetnent with some of the ex-residents , Alan MAGUIRE \Vas also
suspected of historical sexual abuse.

5.

On 19th May 1997, Alan MAGUIRE reported to Police that he had received an
anonymous threatening letter, delivered to his home address .

6.

This letter and it's accompanying envelope were seized by Detective Constable
Andrew GEDDES, and are now exhibited as items

7.

The letter was poorly \vritten, but states, "BECAUSE OF BOTH OF YOU, YOU
HAVE FUCKED ALL OUR LIVES UP, AND THERE IS NO WAY WE'RE
GOfNG TO LET YOU GETAWAY WITH IT. JANE, YOU SHOULD (SIC) EVEN
BE ALLOWED NEAR CHILDREN . I'M FUCKING SURPRISED YOU STILL
HAVE YOUR FUCKING CHILDREN. ALLEN, YOU SHOULD BE LOCKED UP .
I'M GOING TO KILL YOU BOTH FOR WHAT YOU HAVE DONE. HOPE YOU
DIE IN HELL" .

8.

Initial forensic examination of this letter was inconclusive, but the letter has recently
been the subject of specialist examination in An1erica. The letter and envelope are
attached to this file .

9.

Shortly after this, the first of the complainants,
contacted the Police, and furnished three witness statements. These were recorded
over a period of titne, due to her distraught state \vhen n1aking thetn.

10.

These statements led to numbers of ex-residents and staff being spoken to, and it
would probably facilitate matters, if the complainants statetnents were summarised in
turn.
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11.

is now 18 years of age, and was placed at Blanche Pierre
Children's Home in 1985, together with her
,
, and
, when their n1other became ill and subsequently died.

12.

In her statements,
the MAGUIRES.

13.

These included Alan MAGUIRE forcibly washing her n1outh out with soap, to the
extent that his nails cut the inside of her mouth.

14.

She further recalls this punishn1ent being inflicted on her
and another ex-resident,
Indeed,
recalls
and
being given a comb by Alan MAGUIRE, to pick bits of soap from their
teeth.

15.

Another punishment, which was apparently routinely used, was the use of a wooden
spoon to hit the children, sometimes on the botton1, but more usually on the hands .

16.

has also con1plained of the children being made to stand for long periods, "to
the point of collapse".

17.

suffered fro1n enuresis (bed wetting) from an early age. It would appear that
to drink
the MAGUIRE's answer to the bed wetting problems was to forbid
water after 5:30pm.
describes going to the bathroom to brush her teeth, just
to get some water on the toothbrush.

18.

Apart fron1 the physical abuse suffered by
she further recalls an incident
when she was aged seven or eight, when Alan MAGUIRE incited her to commit oral
sex on him. This she did, until she told hin1 she felt sick.

19.

Due to lack of corroboration, the allegation of sexual abuse was edited frotn the
staten1ents later presented at the Magistrates Court, and do not form part of the
present charges. However, her unedited statements are attached in the folders at the
end of this file.

20.

It is perhaps im1 )Octant to point out at this stage, that
is a seriously disturbed
young lady, whu has spent time at
Hospital, and the
at the Gene .Aal Hospital, after atten1pts to take her own life. She would lay the
blame for this squarely with the treatment she received at Blanche Pierre Childrens
Home.

describes a number of physical punishn1ents meted out by

.e.-·_
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21.

is now aged twenty one years old, and was taken into care with his
,
and
. He spent a totai" of six years at the
Home, and has given a statement outlining what would an1ount to systen1atic physical
abuse by both Jane and Alan MAGUIRE.

22.

He describes both being smacked, and being hit by the wooden spoon nearly every
day, as well as being hit with any item, if he broke it. He describes these as everyday
occurrences.

23.

He further describes a specific incident, where a large jug of custard sat at the
communal dinner table and
took a drip from the spout with his finger, and then
licked it. He describes that he was physically force fed by both the MAG UIRES, the
entire contents of the jug, until he was sick. He describes his panic, feeling that he
was going to drown. After vomiting in the dining room, he was dragged into the
kitchen, where Alan hit him with the wooden spoon.

24.

recalls
as being present in the room at the time.

25.

It should perhaps be pointed out at this time that force feeding features in n1any of the
ex-residents statements.

26.

also confirms the forcible washing of n1ouths out with soap, sornetin1es until
the children vomited.

27.

He also complains of neat Dettol being poured down his throat, as a substitute for the
soap.

28.

He also describes being made to stand for long periods, which if they extended over
dinner, meant missing your meal.

29.

concludes his statement by saying he hated the MAGUIRES, that they had
"ruined his life".

30.

, prefers to be known as
and is
. He is now seventeen years of age, and is therefore the
children who have complained so far.

31.

He describes the childrens mouths being washed out with soap, as do the others, and
recalls it being done with such force that Alan MAGUIRE's finger nails cut the roof
of his n1outh.

32.

He also recalls being force fed, and it happening to others.

33.

He recalls lteing hit with the wooden spoon, which he recalls the MAGUIRES nan1ing
"OUCH", and being hit by the slipper. He also recalls
being hit by both the
spoon and the slipper, and confirms the children being made to stand for long periods.

's
of the
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34.

is now eighteen years of age. W ith he r
brother,
, and
sister,
she was placed in care at Le Squez Group Childrens
Horne when she was just a few n1onths old. She remained there until the Home
closed in 1990, but was then fostered by the MAGUIRES for a further two years in
their O\vn home, until she was twelve.

35.

Due to her age, a video interview was conducted with
at Avien1ore
Interview Suite, on 9th June 1997, by Woman Detective Constable Rani VIVIAN. A
transcript of the interview is attached to this file.

36.

recalls becoming aware at about the age of nine or ten of incidents at the hon1e .

3 7.

She retnembers Alan MAGUIRE washing the mouths of all the residents out \Vith
soap if they swore.

38 .

She further recalls being sn1acked with a large wooden spoon and a slipper on various
occasions.

39.

During this video interview,
referred to the allegation of sexual abuse made by
and these sections were edited fron1 the transcript of her
interview, prior to disclosure. The unedited transcript is attached in the folders at the
rear of this file.

40.

failed to attend the Magistrates Court when
It should be noted that
sun1monsed to do so. When spoken to be the investigating officer, she stood by
everything she had said, but appears to have lingering feelings of loyalty towards the
M_A GUIRES, due to their fostering of her. It is felt unlikely that she would
voluntarily give evidence at any Royal Court proceedings.

41.

is 22 years of age, and is the

brother of

and
42.

He recalls being placed into care at Le Squez Children's Home in 1986 with
and
He was then aged about ten,
, and
.

43.

In his staten1ent,
remembers all of the children being hit on the
hand or the backside by Alan using a wooden spoon, and remembers
being hit more than other children. He also confirms
' s account of being
Ioree fed fish pi ~ by Jane MAGUIRE.

44.

He remembers a ~pecific incident that he witnessed when his brother
was
broke a badminton racquet,
saw
about seven year;· old. After
Alan MAGUIRE repeatedly hit
on the back of the legs \Vith the racquet,
and descri~·s
as screaming with pain.

45.

He also remen1bers /\ J:·m MAGUIRE picking
\Vas six or sev· ~ i .

up by his ears , when
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46.

recalls that Alan MAGUIRE "had a particular punishment with soap''. He
only recalls it happening once to hin1self, although he was aware of it happening to
and
.
remembers being taken up to the bathro01n by
Alan MAGUIRE, and a cake of soap being pushed forcibly into his mouth. This was
then pushed forcibly in and out of his mouth, leaving pieces of soap in his teeth.

47.

describes himself as being constantly scared of Alan, and at the conclusion
of his statement, strongly describes his anger and resentment at his upbringing at the
Home.

48.

It should be noted that in his statement,
recalls making a "written staten1ent"
in 1990, to Child Care Officer
. No such staternent has been found
has n1oved permanently to live In
in Childrens Service records.
England, and at the time of this report has not been interviewed.

49.

is twenty eight years of age, and was residing at Le
Squez Group Childrens Hon1e, with her
,
when the iviAGUIRES took over in 1980.

50.

describes the hon1e as "feeling like a prison camp". She would say that the
children had their n1ouths washed out with soap, by Jane MAGUIRE. She would say
it was inflicted on her about fifteen times, and again describes the physical force vvith
which the soap was inserted.

51.

also describes being smacked by Alan MAGUIRE, and watching Jane
MAGUIRE smacking
and
excessively.

52.

In her original statement,
refers to numerous instances of indecent assault
committed on her by Alan MAGUIRE, where he has put his hand down her knickers
and touched her vagina, and also put his hand up her to . She would say this
happened about twice a week, and only stopped when
left the Home, aged
sixteen, to live in a hostel.

53.

Due to lack of corroboration, references to sexual abuse were edited frorn
's
statement prior to disclosure, and in fact she did not feature in the charges presented
before the Magistrates Court. Her unedited staten1ent is attached in the folders at the
end of this file, and it is felt by the Investigating Officer that if reconsideration is
given to _proceeding with the complaints of sexual abuse made by
and
they would both be willing and credible \Vitnesses.

54.
Home with his
55.

is presently 26 years of age and resided at the Childrens
from the age of six or seven, until he was sixteen.

He describts·.a "permanent climate of fear" at the Home, and confirms the ramn1ing of
soap into the childrens mouths by Alan MAGUIRE. He remembers it being done to
hin1, and having bits of soap in his teeth.
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56.

He also recalls everyone , including hin1self, being hit vvith the wooden spoon , and on
one particular occasion being hit by Alan MAGUIRE so hard with the spoon that it
broke.

57.

describes in his statement that about eighteen months before
making it, his
complained to h im of being interfered with by Alan
MAGUIRE, and six months later,
told him it had happened to her.

58.

was not called to give evidence at the Magistrates
Again,
Court. It is felt by the Investigating Officer that if a decision is n1ade to call hirn as a
witness to any Royal Court proceedings, he would make a willing and capable
witness.

59.

and
Several of the residents vvho had been interviewed, had referred to
who currently uses the name
. It
had strongly been suggested that not only was she a victim of the physical abuse, and
witnessed it being afflicted on others, but had also spoken at the tirne of being a
victim of indecent assaults committed by Alan MAGUIRE.

60.

Several appointments were made by officers of the Police Child Protection Tean1 to
all of which she failed to keep. She has since
speak with
indicated that she will not speak to the Police concerning the n1atter, or assist in
anyway with the investigation.

61.

Enquiries by the Child Protection Team resulted in a witness staten1ent being recorded
from Mrs.
, who is currently employed by the
Childrens Service as a Residential Child Care Officer
.

62.

Mrs.
worked at Le Squez Childrens Home from September 1989, and
imn1ediately became concerned at the apparent strictness of the MAGUIRES .

63.

She describes meal times as particularly fraught, with no conversation allowed, unless
a child was specifically spoken to by Alan and Jane MAGUIRE. She recalled seeing
physically force fed fish pie by Alan MAGUIRE.

64.

Mrs.
confirms the childrens accounts of their mouths being washed out vvith
soap. Although it was always done behind closed doors, she could hear the children
screan1ing whilst it was done.

65.

It was further confirmed by Alan MAGUIRE, repeatedly bragging to Mrs.
about using this punishment, particularly for swearing.

66.

remembers an occasion when
was about 7 years
Mrs.
old, and after he had had his mouth washed out by Alan MAGUIRE, Mrs.
found him crouched in the playroo1n crying. He was bleeding fron1 the n1outh, and
when Mrs.
attempted to comfort hin1, she was told to leave hin1 alone. She
remembers getting one of the other children to look after
, but 'does not
remember which one.

67.

remembers the incident, and ren1embers he was the person
In fact,
who after being approached by Mrs.
, comforted
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68.

Mrs.
also recalls Alan MAGUIRE as a braggart, who boasted repeatedly
about hitting the children, sometin1es with a wooden spoon. She will say that both the
punishments of forcibly washing mouths out with soap, and physical assaults by Alan
were frequently mentioned by all of the children in front of Alan and Jan e.

69.

When
was about 13, Mrs.
the knuckles by Alan with a wooden spoon.

70 .

felt that the punishments happened less when there were new staff at
Mrs .
the home, and that the MAGUIRES seemed careful to ensure other staff were off the
premises before the children returned from school, so that these punishments \Vere not
witnessed.

71.

Mrs.
describes the humiliation suffered by
who suffered
from enuresis (bed wetting) .
was forbidden to drink water after 5 :30pn1, and
n1ade to eat dry crackers, as the MAGUIRES felt it would dry up the urine . Mrs.
recalls seeing
's lips dry and encrusted during such treatment.

72.

She further describes the radical difference in treatment between the children in care,
who wore expensive designer type clothes,
and the MAGUIRE's
and had lots of expensive toys which none of the other children were allowed to
touch, on pain of the wooden spoon.

73.

Mrs.
summarises the situation at the Home, saying that Alan was a bully, and
the kids were terrified of Jane . She contends there was no love, care or con1passion
exhibited, except for the

74.

Also employed at the same time as Mrs.
.

75.

Ms.
homeless boys in

76.

She describes one of her first impressions being the difference between the way the
children in care and the way the
was treated. She
recalled
being spoilt and dressed in the best of clothes, whilst the other
children were dressed shabbily. Indeed, even members of staff were forbidden to
touch
's things, unless they were cleaning them.

77.

At meal times, no-one was allowed to speak, unless spoken to by Alan or Jane. The
exception to this was
who could speak freely. Anyone else who spoke out of
turn, was shouted at, and made to leave the table.

78.

Ms.
describes both Alan and Jane MAGUIRE sn1acking all the
children in their care, both with their hands, and with a wooden spoon. The children
would be struck both on the bottom and on the hands.

79.

She remembers a particular occasion when Alan MAGUIRE sn1acked
o hard on the legs one lunch time that they had to wait until the red n1arks
on his legs had subsided before he could be sent back to school. At this time,
was aged about seven.

saw him hit several tin1es over

, was Ms.

is currently employed as a Unit Manager for a residential unit for
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80.

recalls another occasion when she saw Alan MAGUIRE beating
about the legs in the kitchen, to the extent that she wet herself. When ivls.
approached, she was asked to leave by Alan MAGUIRE .

90.

states that Alan MAGUIRE appeared to have a particular dislike
of
, and in her statement, she recounts a pariicular assault
committed on the child by him, when
was aged about seven, and small
for his age.

91 .

had been told to tidy up the play room at the Home, one lunch time. Ms.
saw Alan run into the playroom, shouting and screaming, and he
closed the connecting door. However, Ms.
states there was a large
pane of glass in the door, and she was able to clearly see Alan pick up
and hurl hin1 across the room, a distance of about ten or twelve feet.
Ms .
wanted to comfort the child, as she was scared he may have been
seriously injured, but was not allowed by Alan MAGUIRE to do so.

92.

Ms.
However,
time.

93.

Ms.
also recalls Alan MAGUIRE lifting
clean off the
ground, by his ears, on at least two occasions, causing him considerable pain.

94.

Ms.
concludes her statement by expressing her anger at the humiliation
and degradation that the children suffered, and has expressed a willingness to return to
Jersey at any time for Court proceedings, if necessary at her own expense, as she feels
so strongly about it. In her words, "it's about time justice was done".

95.

During the early part of 1990, both Mrs.
and Ms.
had
discussed what they could do about what they felt was widespread maltreatlnent of
the children in care. They felt that officers from the Childrens Service, who had
direct contact with the Home were too friendly with the MAGUIRES for their
complaints to be listened to. They also felt that they would not be believed, and
would lose their jobs.

96.

In April 1990, they approached Dorothy INGLIS , a Child Care Officer, vvho they
kne\v not to be connected to the Home, and expressed to her their grave concen1 at
what vvas going on.

97.

Dorothy INGLIS compiled a written report which was copied to Child Care Officer,
who was nominally responsible for the running of the Home and
Anton SKINNER, who was the officer supervising all staff connected with the
running of the Hon1e, and who is now the Director of Con1n1unity and Social
Services.

98.

The original of this report has not been found amongst Childrens Service files.
However, Mrs.
retained a photocopy, which is attached to this file as Exhibit
.
,e:-_

99.

Ms . INGLIS has also supplied a statement confim1ing that this is a copy of the report
that she ·wrote.

shortly after this incident discussed it with Mrs.
.
has no recollection of it, probably due to his young age at the
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100.

On 27th April 1990, Mr. SKINNER and Mr. SPENCER cond ucted an interview at the
Childrens Office \Vith tvlrs .
and Ms.
. (at that titne known as
).
Ms.

101.

Both Mrs.
and Ms.
described in detail the violent incidents
they had witnessed and their other concerns .

102.

A record was made of this interview at the time, which has been furnished by the
Childrens Service. This is now exhibited as item
.

103.

On 30th April 1990, Alan and Jane MAGUIRE were interviewed about these n1atters
by officers from the Childrens Service.

104.

A report signed by Mr. Anton SIUNNER, dated 6th August 1990, regarding this
interview has also been furnished by the Childrens Service, and is now exhibited as
item

105.

This report confirms that during the interview on 30th April 1990, the MAGUIRES
admitted washing children's mouths out with soap, and the use of corporal
punislm1ents, although they disputed the degree of severity.

106.

As a consequence of this meeting, Alan and Jane MAGUIRE "retired" as Hous
parents at the Home, handing over responsibility in June 1990, although Jane
MAGUIRE continued to be employed by then1.

107.

and Ms.
As a result of the complaints made by the ex-residents, and Mrs.
enquiries were carried out to establish details of all the residents and
staff \vho were at the Hon1e at the same time as Alan and Jane MAGUIRE.

108.

It should be stressed that the Investigating Officer received the fullest co-operation
from the two Resource Managers at the Childrens Service, Mr. Bob WOODS and tvls.
Man1ic- AUDAINS.

109.

It was established that diaries were kept at the Home, and all members of staff were in
the habit of n1aking entries concerning the day to day ruMing of the Home.

110.

These have not been exhibited, due to their large number. However, a schedule of
relevant entries has been compiled and exhibited as iten1
These record
instances of corporal punishment and washing of mouths out with soap.

111.

The original diaries have been retained and will be produced if required .

112.

Enquiries led to a statetnent being recorded from Mrs.
, \Vho resides
at
what \vas the Childrens Home.

113.

has
children herself, and says that the children in care at the
1\Irs .
H t) me never looked normal, and always appeared terrified.

114.

~; IJ •' descr..(b~s

that the children would lean over the wall
and speak to Mrs.
who got to know them well.
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115.

The
at the
overlooked the playro0111 at the
Childrens Home, and she recalls being able to see many of the children being n1ade to
stand in a corner of the room for hours at a time. She specifically remen1bers seeing
standing in a comer from tea time until after 1Opn1. At this time he
was aged about nine years old.

116.

She further states that she saw Alan MAGUIRE hitting the children on the hands
whilst they were standing in a comer, on numerous occasions , whilst screan1ing abuse
at them.

117.

would say that she did not know who to go to, to complain of such
Mrs.
behaviour and says that she feared that if she did report it, it would get back to the
MAGUIRE ' s, who would take it out on the children.

INTERVIEWS OF ALAN AND JANE MAGUIRE
118.

On Thursday 8th January 1998, at 21:05 hours, Detective Constables Nicholas TROY
and Ronald MELVIN attended at the MAGUIRES home address of
, and there spoke to Mr. Alan MAGUTRu .

119.

Detective Constable TROY informed Alan MAGUIRE that he was investigating
complaints made by former residents of the Blanche Pierre Group Childrens Hon1e, of
various natures, ranging from indecent assault to physical assaults and cruelty . At
12:09 hours, the officer cautioned Mr. MAGUIRE in full, to which he replied "I
CAN'T BELIEVE THAT, I THOUGHT WE ALL HAD A GOOD RELATIONSHIP
WHEN WE LEFT". Arrangements \Vere made to interview Mr. MAGUIRE at a later
date, by appointment, when he had received legal advice.

120.

On Saturday 1Oth January 1998 , at 14:08 hours at Police Headquarters, Detective
Constable TROY and Detective Constable MELVIN conducted a series of four tape
recorded interviews with Alan MAGUIRE, in the presence of his Advocate, Advocate
Chris LAKEMAN.

121.

The transcripts of three of these interviews were subsequently edited to rernove
references to the claims of indecent assaults made by
and
, and are attached.

122.

Contained in the folders at the rear of the file are the unedited transcripts.

123.

All of the allegations made so far, both by former children in care, and the t\vo staff
members, were put to Mr. MAGUIRE, who categorically denied them. He stated he
had never hit the children, and never washed their mouths out with soap. At one point
he described the complaints as "a concoction".

124.

It was only at the conclusion of the third interview, when he was confronted with the
notes made by Anton SKINNER following the interview at the Childrens Service on
30th April 1990, that he agreed he had previously admitted washing childrens n1ouths
out with ~~p, and using corporal punishment. He disputed the severity of these
punishments, and strongly denied any involven1ent in indecent assaults.
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125.

Alan MAGUIRE was released, pending further enquiries, and advice from the Police
Legal Advisor, Mr. Ian CHRISTMAS.

126.

On Tuesday 20th January 1998, at 14:15 hours, Mrs . Jane MAGUIRE attended at
Police Headquarters, where Detective Constable Ron MELVIN, and Won1an
Detective Constable Emn1a COXSHALL conducted three tape recorded interviews
with her, in the presence of her Advocate, Advocate Peter HARRIS.

127.

The allegations were put to Mrs. MAGUIRE, who on the advice of her Advocate ,
declined to answer any questions.

128.

The transcripts of these interviews with Mrs . MAGUIRE are attached.

129.

On Monday 29th January 1998, at Police Headquarters, Centenier Frank MARQUER
of St. Clements charged Alan MAGUIRE with seven offences under Article 9 (1) of
the Childrens (Jersey) Law 1969. He further charged Jane MAGUIRE with five
offences under the same law. Copies of charge sheets are attached to this file.
Reserved pleas were entered, and the couple were released on a warning to attend at
the Magistrates Court, Cyril Le Marquand House, on Thursday 5th March 1998, at
lOam .

130.

On Thursday 5th March 1998, Alan and Jane MAGUIRE appeared at the Magistrates
Court at Cyril Le Marquand House, where the charges were formally put to them, and
not guilty pleas recorded. They were remanded on a warning to attend at the same
court on Tuesday 31st March 1998 at 1Oam.

131.

During the remand period, Police enquiries continued to establish contact with all exresidents and staff from the Home, during the relevant period.

132.

All of the ex-residents and staff spoken to so far, have said that another staff n1ember,
, would confirm what had happened. Indeed, several of the exwas the only
residents had said that whilst they \Vere at the Home,
person they felt they were able to speak to, and that she knew about all of the
incidents, except the indecent assaults.

133.

wrote a letter to the Investigating Officer, which is attached to this file.
A witness statement was subsequently recorded from her in which she vehemently
denies all of the childrens allegations. She remarks that the wooden spoon and mouth
washing vvere threatened, but never used in her presence.

134.

At the Magistrates Court,
attended as a Defence Witness, which
caused surprise an1ongst several of her ex-colleagues still working in the Childrens
Service, vvho clearly remember her complaining to then1 about the MAGUIRES in the
1980's.

13 5.

Other men1bers of staff traced and interviewed were
and
was spoken to by the Investigating Officer, and
showed a reluctance to become involved in the investigation. She described the
treatment of the children by the MAGUIRE's as "firm but fair", and declined to n1ake
a vvritten s~tement on the matter.
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136.

Similarly, Mrs.
was spoken to at length at ho1ne by Police
Constable Steve ROTHERHAM. Again, she appeared to regard the behaviour of the
MAGUI RE' s as reasonable, and did not wish to n1ake a statement.

13 7.

Pocket notebook entries were made regarding the visits, both by the Investigating
Officer, and Police Constable ROTHERHAM, and these n1ay be found in the folders
at the rear of this file.

138.

In late March 1998, it was established by the Police Legal Advisor, Mr. Ian
CHRISTMAS, that the offences under the Childrens Law were statute barred, and
therefore unsustainable . Accordingly, when Alan and Jane MAGUIRE appeared at
the Magistrates Court, Seale Street on Tuesday 31st March 1998, nevv charges of
assault under con1mon law were substituted. Again, pleas of Not Guilty to all charges
vvere entered, and the case remanded to Tuesday 21st Apri 1 1998.

139.

Copies of the substituted charges are attached to this file.

140.

The case was regularly further remanded until a trial date was set for Monday 8th
June 1998', at the Magistrates Court, Cyril Le Marquand House, before the Magistrate ,
Mr. TROTT.

141.

Several of the ex-residents, and Mrs .
and Ms.
had mentioned
another young person who was in care at the Home, nan1ely
\Vhen traced, it was established that she had married, and was now Mrs.
In a statement recorded from her, Mrs.
described her time at
the Home as very happy, and that she was unaware of any of the incidents which have
been complained of.

142.

It is perhaps worthy of note that Alan and Jane MAGUIRE are
to Mrs.
's
She is
than the other ex-residents and is still a close family
friend of the MAGUIRES.

143.

The Child Care Officer in immediate charge of Le Squez Childrens Hon1e, Richard
DAVENPORT, was spoken to, and a statetnent recorded fron1 hin1, in which he states
that during the relevant period, he had no specific concerns, and had not received any
complaints about the running of the home.

144.

Tvvo ex-residents of the Home who were still to be traced, were
and
, again who were
than the ex-residents, who had n1ade con1plaints.
Difficulties in tracing them were compounded by the fact that they had changed their
nan1e to
and moved addresses several tin1es.

145.

They vvere both traced towards the end of May 1998 , and staten1ents recorded fron1
them. They described life at the Home as very happy and did not wish to n1ake any
con1plaints.
, in particular, is very supportive of the MAGUlRES.

146.

It should be pointed out, however that the

14 7.

Other partt_il).1e members of staff that were mentioned as being employed at the tin1e
were
,
and
.

, and
, tnoved out
of the Home in the mid 1980' s, prior to many of the incidents referred to in this file.
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148 .

It has been established that
died several years ago.
ret ired in the late 1980's and at the time of this re po rt has not yet bee n
traced.

149 .

is
, and moved to England shortly
after this investigation commenced. She has not yet been spoken to , and it is
anticipated that she will be a defence witness .

150.

On Monday 8th June 1998, Alan and Jane MAGUIRE appeared at the Magistrates
Court, Cyril Le Marquand House, before the Magistrate, .tv1r. TROTT. Having heard
the prosecution witnesses and an application by Advocate HARRIS that there was no
case to answer with regard to his client, Mrs . MAGUIRE, Mr. TROTT ren1anded the
case for 28 days, until Tuesday 7th July 1998 , while he considered the evidence . Both
Mr. and Mrs . MAGUIRE were released on a warning until that date.

151.

On Tuesday 7th July 1998, at the Magistrates Court, Cyril Le Marquand House . the
Magistrate, Mr. TROTT concluded that a prima facie case existed and due to the
serious nature of the charges, remanded the n1atter to the Royal Court.

152.

On Tuesday 21 st July 1998, at the Magistrates Court, Seale Street, before the
Magistrate, Mr. TROTT, transcripts of evidence were signed and Alan and Jane
MAGUIRE were formally remanded for trial by the Royal Court on a date to be
fixed. Both Mr. and Mrs . MAGUIRE were released on a warning until their trial.

CONCLUSIONS
153.

The Police investigations into this matter have been fraught with difficulties. The
recollections of the victims are necessarily fragmentary due to the great length of time
since the incidents, and their young ages at the time.

154.

There was also initially great scepticism from the ex-residents, and some ex-staff
n1en1bers, that the enquiry would proceed very far, and it was certainly felt by the
Investigating Officer that this had the effect of discouraging other victims from
corning forward.

155.

Whilst it is the case that incidents concerning
are not
covered by the current charges, should these be reconsidered, statements are attached
from
and
\vhich n1ay corroborate her allegations of indecent assault.

156.

The difficulties experienced in keeping the victims "on board" cannot be over
emphasised. The trauma both of the original incidents, and the subsequent enquiry
and
has resulted in suicide attempts from
who has had a lengthy stay in
Hospital. The in1pact of the
situation on these victims is explained at length in confidential reports on each of
them contained in the folders at the end of this file.

,e:---_
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157.

IS

All of them, however, with the exception of

, are adamant that with the
support of their various Victim Suppori Officers, they wish this matter to proceed, and
it is anticipated that they will be willing and con1petent witnesses.

k!).~
N. Troy
Acting Police Sergeant 208
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