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Officer's Report
TO:
STN/DEPT:

SIO
OPERATION RECTANGLE

FROM:
STN/DEPT:

Cl MCMAHON, JOHN
OPERATION RECTANGLE

Number
REF:

REF:
TEUEXT:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

04/06/2009

TITLE:

Sir,
The first part of this report will deal with the arrest of
in 2003 /2004.

and

The concluding part will report on the Operation Rectangle investigation.

shows DOB as
Driving licence

issued

1936 and

1936

2004

Retired, now aged 73, residing at

offences,

is a retired
a widower with one adult
At the time ofthe alleged
would have been in his late twenties. In 1965. he married
She died on
1968 in the
father was
resided there as a single man. Following his marriage to
he moved t
Both these properties will feature in this report.

In October 2003

made a complaint that he was the subject of blackmail. The su ect,
was attempting to extort the sum of £5,000.
wa
arrested, interviewed, and charged with blackmail. He pleaded guilty before the Royal Court lmd
received a two-year jail sentence, suspended for two years.
During his interview, he became very emotional and disclosed he was the victim of horrific stxual
abuse as a child whilst living in care at Haut de la Garenne. This was the reason behind his
blackmail o

DOB

1954

aged 54.
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At the time of writing

had informed this officer that he had emigrated
and would post his address I communication details. To-date no such details
have arrived. He did indicate he would willingly attend court if required.

In 1963
at eight
was in the care of the States of Jersey at Haut De La
Garenne (HDLG), as he was beyond parental control. Throughout the next few years, his behaviour
deteriorated to the point he was a regularly housed in the home. In April 1969, he began a sentence
Borstal training and periodic prison sentences
at an approved school in
subsequently followed
has an appalling Police record. He has married on
and fathered
children.
The Allegations 2003 I 2004
Due to the emotional strain, the recording of
statement is over several sittings. The
reading of this statement will only scratch the surface of the trauma that
had to live
with at the time and following these incidents.

describes his arrival at HDLG aged between four and six years old. He believed his
admittance was due to his mother's illness and not as recorded, beyond parental control. His
were already in the home. He did not see a
mother's health was poor. His
great deal of his mother due to her illness and would see his father once a month.
From the first day,
arrived at HDLG he can recall
visiting on Saturday
afternoons.
would talk to the children for a minute or two. He has described
as being a smooth talker, always polite and well dressed.
can recall
asking if he was a new boy, receiving a friendly pat on his head. These occasions were
always outside the building and not in the presence of staff.
Three to four weeks after arriving at the home,
was told by staff to change into his
was taking him out. The first two occasions,
describes as
good clothes as
a treat, getting out of the home and driven around the Island and bought ice creams. On these
as being a gentleman, 'nice as pie'. On returning
occasions, he describes
to HDLG,
would ask if he wanted to come out the following week.
The following Saturday,
was collected from the home, again describes
as
drove down a secluded track of
and came to a
'nice as pie' at the start.
believes
knew this track, as he
stop. Bushes and weeds hid the vehicle.
drove straight there. The lane is within two minutes walking distance of

personality changed to one of aggression. He shouted at
to kneel in
then pulled
by the ear and forced him into a kneeling
front of him.
removed his penis from his trousers and ordered
position in the driver's foot well
to perform oral sex on him. When
refused, he was forced down by his
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ears on to

penis.

describes that he could not open his mouth wide enough and felt that his mouth was
going to split open.
ejaculated in his mouth.
became his normal polite self
and drove to
offered
an ice cream.
went
into the toilets to clean himself. He returned to HDLG, he again cleaned himself up, was sick, and
cried for his mother and father.
Following this initial abuse,
masturbate or perform oral sex on

conveyed to the same location regularly to either

Some three to four months after meeting
he took
and introduced him to his wife,

to his home,

During a visit
stood at the sink wearing an apron called
into the kitchen.
told
to stand next to him and put his hand inside the apron.
took hold of his hand and placed it inside of the apron.
penis
refused.
had to masturbate him.
was hanging out of his trousers and
On the occasions
took
who covered himself with a raincoat.

to the Cinema, he had to masturbate

It became routine for
to perform these acts on
This changed one summer
took
out to sea in a small boat from
Th¢ boat
day, when
stopped the engine.
ordered
to remove
was a mile out when
his trousers and lean over the side of the boat.
explains that he was crying and
shouting while
was hitting him in an attempt to keep him quiet.
then
sodomised
cannot describe the pain he felt, it was the worst pain he ever experienced. He felt cut
in two, he just wanted to die. He also explains that when
was thrusting forward, the
boat would tip to one side and his head and face would end up in the water, he was surprised that
did not drown him as well. When
had finished, he told
to
can recall blood and semen on his bottom.
I
clean himself up with an old rag.

I
They returned to the Harbour and
offered
an ice cream.
took a bath; hf was
went to the toilet to clean himself up. Having returned to HDLG,
feeling really dirty and unclean. After he lay on his bed crying, still bleeding, he felt that his guts
had been ripped out of him. He was still bleeding the next day; (described as brown blood) he put
toilet paper in his pants to soak up this blood.
\
Following this incident,

regularly sodomised
He started taking hinl to
lost count of the times he performed oral sex on
aAd

sodomised him.
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Tlu·oughout this ordeal,
would try to hide from
so that he would not have
to go out with him. He fow1d a 'hide away' under floorboards in the staff canteen at HDLG.
Occasionally he was successful in hiding from
and members of staff.

told a friend,
, about
who suggested that he report
felt
these incidents, unfortunately a short time later
.
guilty, believing that he had something to do with
he now felt very isolated and
recalls he was ten years of age when
wanted to be with his friend.
stopped coming to HDLG.

Investigation 2003 I 2004

The initial investigation centred on the recovery and examination of personal files of all the children
in care at Haut De la Garenne (853 files were examined). Although
had identified the
year he first went to HDLG, it was of paramount importance to establish the period that
associated with HDLG. In addition, the children
took out on driving trips.
The first recorded date
is associated with HDLG is 26th October 1963, the last 18th
February 1967. In total nine children are recorded as out with
during this time.
Recorded in the company of
on 22"d January 1966,
was eleven, the final
date in February 1967, when he was 13. (See Timet ine in Documents)
Enquiries commenced to locate, trace and speak to people identified as having an association with
and his wife considered one of these persons,
for adoption. In addition
is recorded as going out with
in October 1963.
The same month his HDLG medical records identify that, he has a sore anus and area between
has no complaint agains
or regarding his time in care at HDLG.
buttocks.
All parties spoken to including
describe
as being a very
nice man and that his behaviour was appropriate at all times. No leading questions were put to these
people however; they immediately referred to
when asked if they knew of any visitors
to the home.
It must be borne in mind the original investigating officers D.C. CARTER and D.C. DAVISON,
were cold calling after forty years. There was the possibility the witnesses may have been victims of
and an immediate disclosure unlikely. The investigating officer's considering this made
contact for a second time, received the same response.

On Friday 9th January 2004, a search was made of
home at
This search was authorised by
following a conversation with Detective
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Inspector 5 Robert BONNEY. Officers from the Police search team assisted in this search.

Of the numerous items seized, the following will feature during the interview of
A computer, a note pad listing e-mail addresses relating to pornographic sites. An example being,
pictures of boys and men engaged in hardcore pornography.
A folder, containing tom magazine pages depicting young boys in fashion clothing.
Exhibits register.
A forensic examination of

computer found nothing evidential.

Enquiries have failed to find any General Practice medical records in relation to
during the years that he was at the home. This is due to the death in 1995 of the family General
Practitioner, Dr. Michael D-Al.NERGNE LAFFOLEY.

also authorised access to his medical records. The purpose of this request was to
establish if
had the Herpes virus, one form of Herpes HSV2 is more commonly
associated with genital disease. lt may be a coincidence but
and another child are
recorded as having the Herpes virus a short time after out with
Their records do not
identify the strain of the virus.
There is no mention of Genital Herpes or similar in
medical notes.
may
have contacted other doctors or the Genital Urinary Clinic where confidentiality prevails. This virus
may be dormant for months, even years after the initial acquisition resulting in a particular person
not showing signs of infection.

Arrest & Interview

On Friday 161h April 2004 at 10.24 am, on voluntarily attending the Police Station, Detective
Inspector BONNEY arrested
on suspicion of Buggery, Indecent Assault and acts of
Gross Indecency on
Advocate CADIN of Bedell and Cristin was prel ent.
At 11 :04arn that day, Inspector BONNEY and Detective Constable Brian CARTER commen ed a
taped interview under caution with
in the presence of Advocate CAD IN.
denied any untoward behaviour towards
Throughout the interview
any other child for that matter, stating that the allegations were outrageous.
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cannot recall how he became associated with HDLG. He believes he had an invitation
to visit HDLG to have a cup of tea with the children, by somebody he may have met in a Bar. On
one particular occasion, he was asked to take the children to the beach or cinema and following this
he would visit the home once a month.
He describes how he would take the children out on a voluntary basis and the staff selected these
children. He never had less than three children in his company; on occasions, he would have up to
four or five children. He would buy them icc creams and take them to the beach. He would visit
said on no occasion was he alone with any child and cannot
cafes and buy them a meal.
recall taking
out.
was not married when he started taking these children out.
after his
marriage
took children to his marital home
Here
the children were cooked a meal by
Later
returned the children to HDLG.
would not accompany
and the children to locations other than their home
address.
cannot recall taking any of the children to the
except for
Asked if he had access to a small boat,
said
now
had been on this boat with
deceased, had a boat moored in
He denies being alone with
on the boat. Access to this boat was via a small
dinghy.
said
In relation to the note pad with written email addresses seized during the search
his computer, inundated with junk emails, was continually crashing. He received advice from his
Service Provider to record the source of the emails for interception.
talked of two computers the one seized during the search of his home and his previous
computer, which he received the junk ernails on he dumped at

also said he had no interest in young boys. He has a prurient interest in emails
depicting young boys. He produced six or seven hard copies of boys aged between 12 and 17,
posing naked. In two of the copies, the boys had erections. He claims he destroyed them within two
hours of producing. He did not go searching the internet for this material; it is only received junk
email, he opened them out of curiosity.
In relation to the folder containing four tom magazine pages each depicting young boys wearing
fashion clothing,
explanation for retaining them, was that they were 'handsome young
boys' and he saw no wrong in cutting them out of magazines. (See Interviews)
Conclusion 2003 I 2004
The first question asked is why a young man, in his late 20's, would be interested in giving up his
spare time to entertain young boys. There is no family history of honorary work with children.
cannot recall how he came to be associated with HDLG. He has said that someone he met
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in a bar made the introduction.

described how he was taken out by
a short time after arriving at the
home. In fact, records show that
arrived in July 1963; he was eight
years
old. His personal file will show that his first outing with
was in January 1966, he was
eleven years old, some two and a half years later.
on six occasions between January 1966 and
is recorded out with
February 1967. There is no record o
going out with
during the summer
months. This will negate the time on the boat where he was allegedly sodomised and the 'numerous'
other occasions where he was allegedly abused.

However, that said,
will say that he had a minimum of three children in his company at
all times. The records will show that on only four occasions
had two boys in his
company. There are numerous occasions were one child only is recorded as being with
This includes the six occasions
was in his company.
Therefore, it is fair to say that these records do not support either party in relation to corroborative
evidence. In addition, it is a fair assumption that these records made forty years ago are not
accurate.

As previously explained it is impossible to put into words the emotions portrayed by
during the recording of his statement. A grown man crying hysterically, at times being unable to put
into words the abuse he had suffered. To see him physically shaking explaining the incident on the
boat, left the investigating officers in no doubt this was a genuine complaint.
There is no corroborative evidence to support the allegations by
During his intehew,
admitted he did have an interest in young boys. This interest, he describes as prurient
interest involved the making of hard copy pornographic material involving young boys aged from
12 to 17 he had down loaded from junk emails.
will say he only produced six or seven hard copies in total. The subjects were posing
naked with two copies showing boys with erections. During interview,
explains that he
was interested in looking at these pictures, saying, The boys are handsome young men. As
handsome young, young, young, young lads, they are nice to look at. The same as it's nice to lpok at
a buxom young woman, on the front page of a magazine.'

I

house found four tom magazine pages of pictures of young boys
The search of
advertising fashion clothing from the Times Supplement. These boys would appear to be in the age
group of eight to twelve years. During interview
explained the reason for cutting them
out of the magazines, he said, 'Handsome young boys, Is that wrong, to, to, to cut those pictures
out'. See Documents.
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Is it fair to say that a heterosexual man would not be interested in young boys and that he would
certainly not be interested in producing hard copy material of young naked boys? To actually cut
out and retain magazine photos depicting young boys in fashion clothing suggests
has
more of a deep interest in young boys, than he would have people believe.

has stated that the age of the boys on the copies he produced were aged twelve years
upwards. The investigating officers estimated their ages are eight to twelve. It is worthy of note that
this was the age group that
was in when the alleged abuse occurred.
It is also interesting that
dumped his old computer and purchased a new model
approximately one month before he made a formal complaint to the police in relation to the
Blackmail.
has explained discarding this computer, was due to it continually crashing
and the volwne of junk emails. Most reasonable people would have purchased a less expensive
programme to eradicate this problem.
It is possible that knowing an investigation into his complaint of blackmail, Police enquiries would
reveal the allegations by
may have attempted to discard material that
may have had a significant bearing on the investigation.
has said to the best of his recollection, he did not take any of the children to the

Although it would appear there is substance to
following.

complaint, please be aware of the

During the investigation, all children recorded out with
were traced and interviewed.
All described
as being a nice man and that his behaviour was always appropriate.
initially contacted him regarding the loan of £5,000 to purchase
could not afford to lend this amount of money, so he made enquiries with
Official Finance Houses and gave
the repayment details. This was not to the
satisfaction o
as it was too expensive.
has said

It would be reasonable to say that taking these children out or taking them to his home address at
is not in dispute, as this would appear to be part of
routine.
cannot recall taking any of the children to the
After forty years, his memory may have
faded.
With regard to sodomy on the boat, it may be that
shown this boat in
by
and is now using this particular memory within his complaint.
may have played there as a child growing up at
The track opposite the
HDLG. This track leads to
There was also access to this valley
from the opposite end which in essence, places it in close proximity to the HDLG and easily

5001020108L 11 : L11 OP RECTANGLE- JERSEY CHILD ABUSE
MR93654L
DCPA-93654
Printed On: 29/09/201411:10:37

Page 8 of 14

RESTRICTED

250
8

15377

RESTRICTED
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

accessible by

As prev iously explained, the investigating officers were in no doubt that the complaint is genuine.
Unfortunately, without having a second complainant or any corroborative medical or forensic
evidence to support
allegations, there was insufficient evidence for a successful
prosecution.
pleaded guilty to blackmail before the Royal Court and received a two-year jail
sentence, suspended for two years.
During his interview,
made an allegation of sexual abuse against Thomas
HAMON . As there was no further action against
a decision was reached to investigate
the claims of sexual abuse by H.\M00.. He forced
to lie on the bed and HAMON
would lie on top of him. Both were fully clothed and HAMON would rub himself up and down
until HAMON ejaculated in his own trousers.
A number of victims identified HAMON as their abuser, this lead to his arrest and interview.
HAMON, charged with a number of sexual assaults on children including
pleaded
guilty at court, but died whilst on remand in prison.
Timeline of Police Action 2003 I 2004

28/10/03.

allegation of Blackmai l agai nst

18/ 11/03.
arrested for Blackmail, disclosed victim of sexual abuse as a child. He was
interviewed, admitted and was charged with Attempted Blackmail
03.

at Magistrates Court, reserved plea.

03/12/03 . Meeting with Investigation team, complaint made.
04/ 12/03

abuse interview.

18/ 12/03.

statement and Medical consent form signed.

09101104. Search of

home made.

04.
at the Royal Court pleaded guilty, sentenced to 18 months imprisonment
suspended for 2 years.
16/04/04.
Indecency on

arrested on suspicion of Buggery, Indecent Assault and Acts of Gross
Taped Interview.

24/09/04. Letter from Laurence O-DONNELL Legal advisor to the Police
.

.
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The investigation always remained open pending any further evidence.
Operation Rectangle
Operation Rectangle investigation began with consideration for any further evidence that would
either assist the prosecution or defence case.
The blackmail investigation file acquiesced to the operation major incident room (MIR) as
document (D536) . It is an assumption that the Royal Court took into account that
only blackmailed
due to the abuse he suffered as a child.
Correspondence within the file from the States of Jersey legal department regarding no further
action required attached in Documents.
made a claim for compensation via Jersey CICB and received a payment of
£7200 for the sexual abuse he suffered between 1966 and 1988. See Reports 2004.
The originals are retained by the States Greffe and if required will be produced to the Comi.
claim form details Thomas HAMON and the abuse at HDLG. The CICB
Award report in favour of
akes into account an allegation of sexual abuse
by
(even though he was not prosecuted).
Research
An investigative decision was to establish the cause of
death, and if possible, to
view her medical records to ascertain if she received treatment regarding the Herpes virus. See
Documents.

Enquiries at the Registrar's office St Helier revealed the following information:
married
1965, aged
28 years. The marriage certificate did not reveal her date ofbirth. She died on
1968 in the
parish of
Her date of birth is not recorded. Dr R D HOWARD certified death

The undertaker was

This firm has now become
The undertakers did not record

DOB.
The General Hospital destroyed

records three years after her death.

employed as a
Documents recovered from the HDLG files reveal a
from 06/02/1961 until31/0711961. The address given on this document was
This does not relate to
(See
Documents)
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Regarding the notebook seized during a search o
home on January 9, 2004. The
notebook submitted for examination revealed that some of these notes referred to internet sites of a
sexual nature such as:

may or may not have visited these sites. His original computer he 'dumped'. Although
site details are in his handwriting, keep in mind
said he received advice from his
Service Provider to record the source of the emails for interception.
Today these sites would not be the same as in 2004 and would be oflimited evidential value as they
are lawful.
Analysis of the computer at the time identified the computer was built 25/01103. The user file
created on 17/10/03, after
started to blackmail
Therefore, it must be remembered it is a possibility
was complicit in the attempted
should
make allegations of
hlackmail against him in order to discredit
abuse.
could now produce a computer to the police without incriminating sexual
evidence.
There was nothing of evidential value on the computer.
There are three complainants.
abuse.

will speak exclusively of sexual and pl).ysical
will complain of indecent assault.
'

Statements of
details the abuse he suffered in the first statement. Additional statements descripe his
memories ofHDLG.

In June 2008
his decision in September 2008.

was no longer supporting a police prosecution. He reversed

In 2008 interviewed regarding her time in care at HDLG,
said that
disclosed to her of his suffering abuse (see Reports 2004). She has declared that she will not tpake a
statement or attend court.
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identified
as raping her, when she was 10 and in the care ofHLDG.
She will not make a statement and it is unlikely to attend court.
Research found further allegations against

says he was alone when picked up by
hand over
trousers onto his genitals and
further abuse took place.

The statement of
account o

in his car
then placed his
punched him in the face left the car. No

records similar details (highlighted) that corroborate the

knee whist driving the car and left it
says, a man placed his hand on
there for a couple of minutes. At the time, he took it as a sign of affection and did not interpret it as
sexual. However looking back, he believes it was inappropriate.
The statement of
account of

records similar details (highlighted) that corroborate the

mentions
in his statement, paragraphs 38 I 39. He describes
taking children out ofHDLG.

and his

made no allegations of abuse. However, he could provide corroboration of
movements and routine.
interviewed in May 2008, did not witness any sexual or physical abuse, nor was he the
victim of any abuse. He stated no one had disclosed any abuse to him. He said
did not
have a roll in HDLG, as he was not a member of staff.
came to HDLG every weekend
or other weekend. lt was usually on a Saturday afternoon. He would take three to four children out,
either to the cinema, a meal at the
cafe, Go-karting, or to the beach. He said children were
not out alone with
He remembered
was
and
He said that this was only because
and
would not lend him the money.
did not know how
she died

made allegations agains
wanted to bon·ow some money from him

came to HDLG. He knew
was an
after they were married. She rarely came out with him because
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she was always working.
On numerous occasions,
went on outings. Staff at HDLG arranged this, he did not know if
the staff kept records.
knew
father owned the
hotel at Gorey.
went to the hotel with
entered the hotel reception or lounge but
never the hotel rooms.
never went out in a boat with
dro\e a
did not visit
home.
He remembered that
unknown to

He cannot recall any child who did.
he used thi, car to dri1c the· children on the ishnd.

was to adopt
it fell through.

and

but for reasons

did not make statement.
mentions the following children taken on outings by

resides in
to assist Operation Rectangle.

He has not responded to correspondence

Statement attached. He does not recall

Statement attached. He does not recall
He refers to his abuser as 'the posh bastard'.
Shown a selection of photographs, he did not identify
I

The following persons have no complaint and did not witness or suffer physical or sexual abuse:
,
,

and

,

,

and

The following persons are deceased,

and

, to-date has yet to be traced; there are no records for him at HDLG.

when spoken to during the enquiry in 2004/2005 he had no concerns relating to

In 2008,
reiterated that he had no concerns regarding
He was
very emotional speaking about HDLG in general, declaring TILBROOK was an 'evil bastard' and
that
was 'born evil'. He did not elaborate about the abuse he suffered; he said the nuns at the
creche were just as eviL He has no desire to make a fonnal complaint, as he wants to forget the
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past.

or going out in his vehicle.
disclosed he was a victim of
cannot recall
attempted sodomy by the gardene
when aged 9/10 years.
does not want to assist the
enquiry and has no information to provide regarding the abuse of others.

He has a
at the age of6 months they were both in the care ofWestway creche.
Their mother could not cope with
children to support as her husband had left. The
went to
HDLG in 1956, aged
has no knowledge of any assault or abuse and only has fond memories of his time at HDLG.
He recalled
disclosed to him that she suffered sexual abuse at HDLG by a gardener
. She also disclosed that her brother
is a victim of sexual abuse at HDLG. She did not go into
any other details.
said
fostered him and
He is aware of the allegations made by
him to obtain money. There is no truth in the

but after 6 months,

left and started work on a
this was only an attempt by
legations to make against

He had a happy time with
and his wife
He said
as interested in
taking the children out because they were in HDLG. No one could take a child out on their own.
as not a member ofstaffbut a volunteer; he used to take the children to the
Hotel His parents owned the hotel, they would go to see them, and their two dogs called

has not responded to correspondence to assist Operation Rectangle.
Conclusion
during interview in 2004 denied all
Is there a realistic prospect for a conviction?
allegations made against him. He has not been subject to any investigation since 2004. The only
new evidence is the indecent assaults on
and
forty years
ago.
The evidence recovered during the course of the original investigation by DC CARTER has greatly
assisted in the compilation of this report.
John MCMAHON Civilian Investigator.
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