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PROCEDURES: CHILD ABUSE CASES

MINUTES of a meeting held in the Public Health Department on
THlllSDAY, 10 JAMJARY 198S

PRESENT:

Dr.H.C.Spratt (Consultant Paediatrician)
Mr. T.W.Strettle (Childrena Officer)
Hrs.B.Waites (Community Nursing Officer)
Dr.A.J.Essex-Cater (Medical Officer of Health)

The purpose of the meeting was to consider a recommendation made by
Dr.Spratt, in his letter to Dr. Essex-Cater dated 14 September 1984,
based on a code of practice used in Buckinghamshire. Hr.Strettle
mentioned similar codee of practice used by other Social Services
Departments in the United Kingdom.
After much discussion, the meeting requested that Mr. Strettle should,
having considered points raised at the meeting in relation to the
proposed code of practice, draw up his recommendations for a Jersey
code with a tiered system.
The meeting agreed that the present first-tier meeting, called
infrequently, to deal with cases of non-accidental injury - under the
Chairmanship of the Director of Education - appeared to function
satisfactorily, and should be maintained in ita present form.
Another type of first-tier meeting was the case conference called to
consider cases of child abuse, or cases where non--accidental injury
was not yet confirmed, and it was felt that these meetinga, which
involved a smaller number of participants, should also continue
virtually unchanged.
finally, there were second-tier meetings - e.g., periodic reviews,
held in the Childrens Department, of children in care or under active
surveillance.
Hr. Strettle agreed that in some of these cases it
might be useful to have the advice or comments of persons from other
departments, including representatives from the Health Services, and
he would be happy to invite such persona, where indicated.
It was
accepted that the majority of these Departmental reviews in no way
involved members of the Health Services.
Hrs.Waitea raised the point that she had been advised, after the
case, that the staff of the Childrens Office were not to
undertake preventive work, and for this reason cases had not been
referred which she felt should be brought to the attention of the
Childrens Department.
Mr. Strettle made it very clear that it was
his wish that preventive work should be undertaken, and he had
submitted a report to the Childrens Sub-Committee of the Education
Committee pointing out the importance of this work and seeking
political support for such a policy.
Discussion also covered the question of a register of child abuse
cases or children considered 'at risk'.
The meeting confirmed the importance of there being an easy systematic
and reliable exchange of information concerning such cases between
interested partiee, but confirmed the prime role of the Childrens
Officer in child abuse cases.
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