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SECURE ACCOMIÿODATION
Secure accommodation is provided at the school. Generally this
will only be used for the purposes of sleeping children on remand
or for medical isolation but if necessary that use could be
extended at the discretion of the Principal in accordance with
the regulations for the school as approved by the Education
Committee. A copy of these is fncluded in the appendices to this
handbook.
Children on Remand
For children on remand, sleeping in secure accommodation can

provide physical security during a period when they likely to be
unsettled and at a time when staff supervision is reduced.
However, even before the,end of the legal remand period, once it
is established that such children have settled and can
demonstrate reasonable, controlled behaviour then they should be
moved out of the secure suite to sleeping accommodation in the
main house. Obviously the timing of this varies according to the

individual child.
Any child who completes a remand period and continues attending
the school, does so on the same basis as every other pupil and in
the same way has access to all stages and privileges of the Merit
Award System.
Management of the Secure Suite
When the secure bedrooms are in use the following must always
pertain.
A member of staff must accept responsibility for checking
the well-being of the child at least every twenty minutes.
The child must be able to summon help from a member of staff
and such calls must be answered.
It therefore follows that when a child is locked in secure
accommodation, there must be constant vigilance with the emphasis
on safer7 and good child-care. Under no circumstances must any
child be locked in a secure room and forgotten or overlooked, in
order to ensure that this does not happen the following
procedures must be strictly adhered to.
The decision to hold a child in a secure room may on!y be

taken by the Principal or Deputy Principal.
The senior member of staff on a duty team must ensure that a
single member of that team assumes responsibility for the
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supeÿJsion of a child in a secure room. This responsibility
should not be relinquished and must clearly be passed to
another member of staff, with up-to-date information, should
the need arise.

A child to be locked in a secure room should change into
night attire, closely supervised by a member of staff. Day
clothes should not be taken into the room. This is to ensure

that the child is does not possess anything that might be
used to inflict injury or damage. If a personal search is
necessary, then, as a safeguard against allegations of
malpractice, a second member of staff should be in
attendance.

A member of staff involved in the supervision of a child in
secure accommodation should demonstrate empathy and be
sensitive to that child's emotional condition. Such a high
degree of awareness is necessary as that member of staff may
have to make prompt, responsible decisions concerning the
child without time for consultation with a senior member of
staff. This might be the case, for example, where a child is
severely depressed and needs to talk to a compassionate
member of staff.
In an extreme circumstances it might be necessary to
restrict a child to the secure area. In such a case practice

would be established appropriate to the individual which
would clearly outine the nature of supervision to be
employed.
In general, the following details should be observed :
i o

.

Doors of the individual rooms must be kept locked when
children are confined to the the secure suite.
No items of clothing, other than pyjamas should be taken
into a secure room.

.

No belongings should be taken into a secure room. A child
may select a book from the library but staff should check
this thoroughly before it is taken into the room.

.

Each evening a member of staff should assume responsibility
for putting to bed children who are sleeping in secure
bedrooms. This member of staff will continue to monitor
these children through the intercom system linked to the
Night Supervisor's room until responsibility is passed to
the Night Supervisor.

5.

Each morning a member of staff should assume responsibility
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for waking and supervising any children sleeping in secure
rooms.

Use of Secure Accommodation in Other Circumstances
Secure accommodation has no function in changing the attitudes or
behaviour of our pupils, since the concept of locking up a child
does not accord with the philosophy of the school and is more
likely to compound strong feelings against authority. This would
hinder the development of good staff-pupil relationships which
are crucial for success in this work.
Secure accommodation could be used in extreme circumstances where
a child is a danger to others or himself. Such use can only be
authorised by the Principal or, in his absence, the Deputy
Principal of the school.,
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