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STATES OF JERSEY POLICE
Witness Statement

Article 9 Criminal Justice (Evidence and Procedure)(Jersey) Law 1988

Statement of:
Age if under 20: OVER 18

Occupation:
(if over 20 insert 'over 20')

This statement (consisting of 22 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I
have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.
Signature:

RD

Date:

31/07/2008

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded [] (supply witness details on rear)

In the case of witnesses who produce exhibits which have been created or received in the course of
a trade, business or profession or other occupation i.e. computer printouts or copy bank records, the

witness statement MUST contain the following endorsement:"I am employed as....., at ....... As such, part of my responsibilities includes making witness
statements on behalf of ........ I do so from my own knowledge and experience and from
information obtained by me from the business records of ....... These records may be either paper

based or computer based, which have been subsequently printed onto paper.
These records for the purposes of Article 65 of the Police Procedures and Criminal Evidence
(Jersey)Law, 2003, form part of the records related to ........ and were compiled, at every stage by

staff members, acting under a duty, in the ordinary course of that everyday trade or business from
information supplied by persons, whether acting under a duty or not, who had, or may reasonably
be supposed to have had, personal lcnowledge of the matters dealt with in the information and they
cannot reasonably be expected (having regard to the time which has elapsed since they supplied the
information and to all the circumstances) to have any recollection of the matters dealt with in the
information supplied."
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Date:

Signed

Will State
1. This statement is about my time spent working at Haut de la Garenne Children's Home in Jersey.
2. I was born in Jersey in 1950 as
became

and

.

3.

nd

nd became

4.

and

becam
5.

nd I am now

known as
6. During my time at Haut de la Garenne I would probably have been known as

or

at the beginning.
7. My father was
parents and

and my mother wa

. I lived with my

in St Lawrence.

8. My young life was disruptive in as much as my

when I was born and in those

days that was very serious. Because of this I didn't live with my mother till I was quite old. My
Mom stayed with my sister and my maternal grandmother looked after my Mom. I went to live with
my paternal grandmother. This caused hassle later on due to my grandmother not wanting to give
me back. On top of this my father was a notorious alcoholic.
9. I attended St Helier Girls School and had no knowledge at all of Haut de la Garenne at that time.
I was in the remedial class at school because I suffered with

In those days

these conditions Weren't really recognised. You were just labelled as being really thick.
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10. I had no self esteem and thought that I was ugly and had no control over my life. Because of
my childhood and my father's alcoholism I was unable to control my environment. I was told
everything that happened was my fault so if something did happen, I just assumed it was my fault.
11. I would do as I was told because I never felt that I could change anything in my life.
12. I was fifteen or sixteen years old when I went to work at Haut de la Garenne. I have never been
in the Jersey Care system but with my childhood background I could easily have been.
13. When I was about to leave school my career's teacher kept asking me what I wanted to do. I
had seen the Sound of Music film on the television the night before and so to shut her up I said that
I wanted to work with children. As a result she sent me for this interview at Haut de la Garenne.
14. I wasn't really interested in work at that time. I remember that it took two buses to get to
from St Lawrence where I lived and was petrified.
15. I remember having an interview with Colin TILBROOK and someone else whom I can't
remember. It may have bee

I don't know how I got the job because I wasn't

remotely interested in being there. I cannot remember anything about the interview process other
than I was gob smacked when I was given the job. I didn't really want it.
16. I cannot remember the job title but basically I was working
really busy so there must have been a lot of
of me and

It was

I remember having

in front

It was general childcare

I worked shifts

I think but I cannot really remember. Because of my childhood, if there's something I don't like then
I don't remember it. That's just the way my memory works.

17. Also I was quite homesick. Being a Jersey girl and living in the country I only went to town
twice a week so my whole world had changed. I was scared and had no confidence. Although
nothing bad happened to me really, looking back I was open to being groomed.
18. I remember that Colin TILBROOK was the Superintendent in charge at Haut de la Garenne and

was
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19. TILBROOK ruled by feat'. He would go a few days without even talking to you. One night me
and

limbed out the window to go and sit on the castle wall. We were subject of a

curfew because we were under 18 years of age. On the way back to Haut de la Garenne we met
and panicked. He didn't say anything but for the next two weeks we were petrified. There
was always a fear that something would be said or done.
20.

as a very arrogant man and had little to do with me. I think he was also a
, I think. He only spoke to you to tell you off. I just know I don't like him.

21. I never saw TILBROOK or

teract with the children. Perhaps you might see them in

the dining room at meal times but I cannot really remember. I've worked in childcare all my life and
I've been in so many different places it does become confusing and difficult to remember.
22. I do remember being appalled by the way that children were adopted. I remember people would
come from Guernsey, choose a child and take them back. I found this horrendous. We felt awful if
prospective adoptive parents came but didn't choose a child we had cared for because they didn't
like the look of he or she. We also had chil&en with special needs.
23. I was employed by the States of Jersey and I lived in. The

edrooms were at the

bottom right of the building in what became Aviemore. Colin TILBROOK and
were

. We had to refer to her

24. My room was next to the detention room which is one before the end. There were two detention
rooms. I had several rooms while I was there and I used to share with someone. There was a

pecking order. I cannotremember the name of the girl I shared with but I do remember she
. My single room was the one by the detention room. We were allowed girls in our room but
not men. The children from the home were also not allowed in our rooms.

251 I remember

who became

same job as me. Als
training. At the beginning there was

We were best friends. She did the

I remember from that time. However, none of us had any
, me an

n

. I don't really

remember anybody else.
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26. I think the law changed and we had to have qualified staff.

and me weren't allowed to

train and some qualified staff were brought i,! f!'om Scotlaÿ_dÿ ! remembe

Morag KIDD, J

E

,

hey were the ones that worked

and were qualified. We would do general childcare, f

that kind of thing.
27. Sometimes we would have emergency admissions like if something had happened really bad at
home or if they had been taken away by the court. That's all I can really remember about my work
there.
....

28. I remember one incident when I had to go into the room where we would check the chlorine
level for the swimming pool. I would have been about 16 or 17 years old. As I was in the room Ray
WILLIAMS tried to kiss me. He came out of the shadows and I was petrified. I didn't know what to
do. He was an authority figure. All of a sudden

umped out of the shadows and I

was really frightened by this. They were shouting at me calling me disgusting and filthy. They
marched me to TILBROOK's office and they asked me a load of questions. I cannot remember what
they asked me but I felt very demeanoured by it. I do remember they asked me if I was a virgin. I

think it was TILBROOK who asked me this. I was told that I was in trouble and not to do it again. I
hadn't done anything though.
29. I was young and impressionable. I somehow thought that this encounter with WILLIAMS was
romantic. I remember that WILLIAMS said I should meet him somewhere outside of Haut de la
Garenne. I can only remember that it was a room in St Helier somewhere. I would have been at
least 16 years old, that's for sure. I think the room belonged to a friend of his. It was a basic room,
not very nice. The sort that people live in when trying to get their housing qualifications. Ray

WILLIAMS said that I should meet him and should wear a pink bra and knickers. I remember going
to Dorothy PERKINS and buying pink underwear.
30. I don't remember what happened. I was wearing the underwear I had just bought. I think he
asked me to lie on the bed. I'm sure nothing happened because I didn't lose my virginity until after
this incident. I just remember leaving feeling dejected and worthless.
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31. I didn't like

ut I didn't really have a lot to do with him. I think he came with new

ideas and those of us who had been working there a while were resistant to that. That is a very
typical Jersey trait.
32.

and I think h

d Gordon WATERIDGE.

was, in my view, extremely strict with the children but I have no knowledge of him doing

anything bad. We didn't see house parents much. They didn't seem to do a lot with the children.
33. One of the other girls that worked there was

. She was having an affair with

didn't really belong to the group of people I used to socialise with. I think
this was because her bedroom was right at the other end of the building to mine. It was above what I
now know is the location of the cellar.
34. I thought it was really cool that

was having sex with

ecause he was a

really handsome man and Ray WILLIAMS was ugly. It was the sixties and there was this general

feeling of free sex.

ended up getting pregnant by

and told me that she aborted

herself by inserting a hammer into herself. She ended up in hospital and I think that when she came

back she told me she had taken pills. I didn't believe her at first but I noticed that her eyes had rolled
back in her head and that she probably had taken pills. I called an ambulance

and

TILBROOK went absolutely mad at me for phoning the ambulance.
35. I remember that

was sectioned eventually but I remember she ran away before the

ambulance came and I was accused of lying and causing trouble. She was found and committed to
the General Hospital and she ran away again in just a jumper and no knickers. That's how she came
back to Haut de la Garenne.
36.
think.

ent

flowers to the hospital. She was of age for sex but was vulnerable I
visited

in hospital.

37. When I was about seventeen I remember that the swimming pool was

here was a

guy worldng on it. I think he was
It was in Gorey and we
there. It was one of the places we used to hang out. The pool was being built directly outside the
crbche we used to work at. We would watch him working with his shirt off and think he was cool. I
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cannot remember the guy's name but I remember he had long, curly hair. We went down to the
Elfin which was a pub we used to hang out at. It was on the pier at Gorey. This guy's friend and the
guy himself were in there. In those days we used to drink a lot but on this occasion I was only

drinking shandy because it was the middle of the day. I ended up in bed with the guy
and lost my virginity. I do not remember anything about it except that it was
without my consent. In swing that, because I can't remember anything it's difficult to be certain
about the consent issue. I was petrified that I would be pregnant. I remember going back to Haut de
la Garenne and constantly showering and having baths. I was really scared for weeks until I had my
period. Due to the fact that I had only drunk two halves of bitter shandy. I think this guy must have
drugged me by spiking my drinks. It was cornrnon knowledge at the time that you could buy drugs
at the

I didn't know what drugs were but I knew that if you wanted them you went to the

38. There were

this is where the guy lived and where the incident took

place. Although I can't remember much I must have felt sore down below or maybe there was blood
because I was a virgin. I jut remember feeling dirty.
39. I didn't really know this man. He was just the man who took his shirt off. In those days there
was a very much more relaxed attitude to sex based mostly on alcohol. I cannot really describe him
but I don't think he was a Jersey guy. That's all I remember. Due to the passing of time and the fact
that I can't remember much, I am not making any complaint to the Police.
40. I have been asked about Colin TILBROOK's

I think there was

.I

didn't see much of them. I think they were kept separate. However there is an incident I want to
explain.

41. Following the incident with the guy who worked on the swimming pool, I began seeing
I got pregnant by him and I don't think he was really that interested in me. We were
married, although for not very long. I had begun to realise that I was not ugly and worthless as I had
been told. I spent a lot of time at Les Arches which was a dance hall and got involved in a bit of a
groupie scene. Our marriage broke up and I me

after I was divorced. I didn't know

was married. We used to have parties at Haut de la Garenne

found out about the party

and turned up. The next thing was his wife turned up. By this time Jim THOMSON was in charge.
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42.

wife came to the door, asked for me and then beat me up. I remember THOMSON just

watching this and smiling. As a result of

wife beating me up at Haut de la Garenne I got the

sack. The home was run by Methodists and I was on a dodgy ground being divorced and seeing a
married man, so they sacked me.

43. I then went to work for a

nd looked after his children. He had five children and I had

so there were six children to look after. I think I was in my twenties now.
44.

One morning I took her children to school

and when I came back she wasn't around.

She

took three days to die and it was terrible. The suicide of his wife sent

razy and he got

very drunk, locked me and all the children in a room and threatened to kill us all. I rang
gave

nd

to him.

451 I was telling people in the Elfin what had happened and a guy there said he had a friend in
London who had a hotel and I could stay there. I went off to London, met this guy and went out to
dinner with him. The next day when I woke up he had taken everything I owned. I was destitute.
For some reason I had been writing to Colin TILBROOK and had a letter from him in my pocket. I
rang him and explained my desperate situation.
46. He somehow got me in a taxi and on a train to his address in Dorset. I was there two days and I
woke up and

was in bed with me. I was a bit shocked but I ended up being in

bed with her and TILBROOK. I remember that

as in the room. Not in bed, but

there. That's all I can remember.

47. I have been asked by the Police about my knowledge of a woman called
Garenne. I remember

she was either

at Haut de la

there on

I

would describe her as a colourful lady. She used to tell us that she used to have sex with the senior
boys. I have no personal knowledge of this, it was just what she would tell us. I don't think I ever
knew her last name.
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48. She would say that she fancied one of the older lads or had had sex with one or other of them.
I'm not sure if I believed her at the time. I met

ater on in my life and she used to give sex for

money.

49. I remember that she used to go on a lot about one particular boy. I don't remember his name but
I do remember he had

.

aid she used to have sex with him at

night. I have the feeling that she got caught and got into trouble about it but I cannot be sure. I
presume she went to the boys' dormitory but I didn't know really where they were.
50.

as

She was

always telling us about what she got up to. I think it was just to shock us as we were younger. None
of the boys ever complained to me about it but I didn't work with the seniors so I wouldn't have a lot
to do with them anyway.
51. I remember a man called WATERIDGE. He arrived just before I left. When I got married I
moved out so I was no longer in the loop. I don't really know a lot about WATERIDGE except that
he was slimey and I didn't like him. It was a girl thing, you know when they find a guy creepy. He
was quite tactile and would touch you on the bum if he walked past you. I have no knowledge of

any impropriety with Mr WATERIDGE.
52. I remember an incident where I was in my bedroom which was next to the detention room.
There was a boy on remand for bashing an old lady. He was in the detention room for having a fight
with another boy over a girl. THOMSON went in and there was a lot of noise and I listened to that

kid cry for the whole night really. That has stayed with me. I think THOMSON was the boys'
childrens' officer. I think from the noise and the way the boy was crying he was given a hiding.
53.

as a boy who was at Haut de la Garenne when I worked there. He

was a couple of months older than me. I met up with him when I was about forty. He moved in with
me as a lodger and we ended up in a relationship for about four years. However it came to my
attention that

. I work in childcare and was so

worried about my job then. With that and other issues the relationship ended.
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54.

isclosed to me that he had had a really poor childhood. He had
from his first relationship and

fi'om another relationship. His first wife dumped

the children on our doorstep and they lived with us for some time. They were
Their mother

and

as also

t the time.

I said that we should get some help

from Children's Services. At this

began to cry and told me that when he was at Haut de la

Garenne he and other boys were made to have sex wit

If they

refused then they were beaten up. I believed him. However it was not something I had seen myself
and knew about.
i.

55. We were living at

at the time

told me this. We were in the lounge

and he just started to cry. Actually I think I did persuade

to let the Children's Services come

to the house and it was a person called TAYLOR. He treated

crap. Every time

very badly, like a piece of

spoke, TAYLOR put him down. It was when TAYLOR left that

told me. I was in my middle thirties I think when he told me this.

sex with

and so had a hiding

aid that he wouldn't have

only mentioned Colin TILBROOK so

I assumed that it was he that was trying to make him have sex.
56. I remember that I slapped

across the face because every time you told him off he

would grin at you. I warned him not to do it again but he did so I slapped him. I got into big trouble
for that. There were certain rules to be observed.

57. I never witnessed any abuse personally either sexual or physical. I do remember a boy called
He used to steal our underwear off the line. We were told that he self
abused, would cut himself and then stitch it up with a needle and cotton. Someone said he used to
put a nail through his penis. I had seen cuts to his legs and these are what I was told were self
inflicted and....
I had no reason to think otherwise.
58. Weused to have fire practises regularly when I worked in D Group. Someone told me it was a
practice but I thought it was for real.

got hold of my legs and wouldn't let me go.

I was in charge of a baby and I thought I had to get the children out. So I pushed J

nd she fell

over and hit her head. I got into trouble for that and it went on my record.
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59. Other than staff discipline I have no knowledge of the use of corporal punishment such as the
care being used. It was very strict but I don't remember ever seeing violence.

60. I don't remember any lad showing me any injuries. I have heard the name
but don't really remember that person. My hair

when myself and
like

There was a time

ancied the same bloke and I tried to

but it

to be

don't ever remember any lad telling me he had been hit with a

belt or any other implement.
61. I do remember an incident that troubles me and I can't honestly remember if I was party to it. I
think it involved

He was always poohing himself and we used to go to camp a

lot in Jersey. One time at camp he poohed himself and was put in the latrine and hosed down. I
know

was there. I think it was somewhere like St AUBIN. I have tried to

remember more but am unable to.

62. The detention rooms at Haut de la Garenne were like padded cells and lads were put in them if
they went out of control. I remember one lad pulled the radiator off the wall in the detention room
because he was in such a state. I left because I got the sack not because of anything I saw there or
was unhappy about.
63. The children I remember there were the
the others, th

and
-

nd I can't remember the first names of
the

the

and I think there was another one

,

I think was his name but he was only a baby when I was there.
64. when I consider what I have seen in the media about Haut de la Garenne I feel awful.
Standards of care have changed now and I am a professional. I used to advise the Jersey Childcare
Trust. To think that I was there and didn't know about these things makes me feel guilty.
65. I think people would visit from the Methodist Church because they were in charge of the place.
I don't remember any inspections though. I remember some of the children's officers; Mrs

THORNTON, Danny WHERRY, Anton SKINNER and Jim THOMSON originally. I don't
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remember any others, we were very insular. I didn't like Danny WHERRY. Not for any particular
reason, I just didn't like him. I think he was just a trainee.

66. I think a baby girl died while I was there. Well she went to hospital and died there. She came in
being taken away from her mother. I remember that I fed her. It was standard procedure that when a
child was admitted they were seen by the doctor. This child was seen and then sent to the hospital. I
was scared because I was the last one to feed her and she died. I was worried that I had done
something. It was a tiny baby, still bottle fed. We were told the baby had been taken from its mother
in Jersey because she wasn't being properly looked after.
67. I didn't know anything about babies then, that's how appalling it was. Now I have a First Year

degree and NVQ Level 4 in playwork.
68. Between 1030 hrs and 1337 hrs on Tuesday 29th July 2008, I was interviewed at my home
address by DC EVANS and DC CARR. The interview was recorded on a digital voice recorder.
DC EVANS has compiled this statement from that recording. I have read this statement and signed
it in agreement that it is an accurate record of what I said in my interview.
69. Having read the statement I wish to make the following amendments:

a) Paragraph 19 where I saywe me

that should read TILBROOK.

b) Paragraph 46 when I sai

as there I mean he was there when I arrived at the

house not that he was in the room.

c) Paragraph 55 when I said we were living at

we may have been or it may have

been at another address, I'm not sure.

d) Paragraph 58 - I meant to say I was not aware that it was a fire practice.
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